Alsop High School Technology and Vocational College
Policy on the use of Mobile Telephones and MP3 Players
We understand that most students have mobile phones, MP3 players and or other electronic/technical equipment.  It is how young people communicate and function in the 21st century.
However, we as a school, have some concerns about the use of such equipment in school.  These items can, and do, cause disruption to lessons and sometimes lead to confrontation between student and teacher.  Mobile phones that have the capacity to take photographs/videos have been misused and in doing so infringe the right of personal privacy.
Some students who bring MP3 players to school listen to them inappropriately, for example, in lessons.  Many of these devices are very expensive and provide the temptation for theft or can be easily lost.

All examination boards reserve the right to disqualify students found with any electronic equipment in an examination.
As a result of the issues raised above:

· Mobile telephones must not be used or be visible during the school day unless a member of staff gives permission.  They must be switched off at all times.
· Students will be allowed to use mobile phones before and after school.
· No photographs or videos are to be taken on school premises by students without permission.  This means that no photographs or videos can be taken with mobile telephones at any time either inside or outside of the building.

· We accept that there will be times when parents feel it is desirable for their children to contact them or be contactable by them.  If parents wish to contact students during the school day, in an emergency, they should telephone the school and the message will be sent to the child.  If students wish to contact parents, they should seek permission from a member of staff before doing so.
· We advise students not to bring personal music devices/mobile phones or other electronic equipment, which are excessively expensive, to school.
· Students must not use personal music players in lessons or moving between lessons.

· Mobile telephones or MP3 players used during the school day will be confiscated.

· The period of confiscation will be for one day initially and five days for any subsequent misuse.
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