
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 17th January 2022 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
I hope you had a lovely Christmas and I would like to wish you a Happy New Year and best wishes for 2022. As we have 
completed our first full week back, I would like to provide you with some updates to best support you and your child. 
 
Covid update:  
The safety and well-being of all members of our school community is our priority, as always, and we have updated our 
school Risk Assessment and implemented the guidance as outlined by the Department for Education to minimise risk. 
Staff are wearing face coverings in communal areas and when circulating with students in class and students have been 
strongly encouraged to wear face coverings in lessons, as well as on corridors and in communal areas. We have 
reminded students via Remote Assemblies on the steps we are all expected to take to keep each other safe and one 
step to highlight in our updated Risk Assessment is around restriction of visitors to site – parents / carers are now only 
allowed to visit the school site and enter the reception area of school with a pre-arranged appointment. 
 
We have re-introduced our on-site Covid testing for those who have provided consent and if there are any parents 
who would like their child to be part of the testing process who haven’t already signed up, they can provide consent 
by  completing this linked form: Covid Testing Consent Form 
 
I am proud of our staff and their collective effort to provide the best possible school experience for your child, 
especially in the current climate where we have been impacted upon by staff absence both through isolation and long 
term illness, with last term being the first full term of ‘normal’ schooling without mass isolations for nearly two years.  
 
We want to keep staff and student absence due to isolating to an absolute minimum, as we recognise the disruption 
this causes to learning. We do have contingency plans in place, however, if staff absence continues to increase which 
results in our ability to fully function as a school to the standard we typically expect. We will, if necessary, 
communicate these plans to you in detail, but the outline is for selected Year groups to have a four day on-site face to 
face learning programme with a one day remote learning programme, which mirrors our curriculum offer in school. 
We do hope that we do not have to put these plans into action and will keep you updated over the coming weeks.   
 
Attendance Matters: 
At the start of the Academic Year in September, I highlighted that attendance was our number one School 
Improvement Priority and, although we appreciate the disruption the pandemic has caused, it is essential that, illness / 
isolation aside, all students are attending school each and every day; arriving on time and Ready to Learn. 
 
For those students with excellent and / or improving attendance, we will continue to celebrate this through our 
scheduled rewards activities such as our weekly Form Attendance Champions Breakfast and individual student awards 
in each year group.  
 
For students who have an attendance level which is causing concern, our Pastoral Teams will contact parents / carers 
to discuss any barriers and apply suitable interventions to support an improvement in attendance over this half term. 
We will continue to emphasise to our students the importance of maximising every minute in school and making the 
most of the opportunities available to them; I thank you for your support with this.  
 
Ready to Learn: 
I have been delighted with the overwhelming majority of our student body who have consistently demonstrated that 
they are Ready to Learn The Alsop Way and who have contributed positively to our school community since the 
introduction of our Ready to Learn system. Our Alsop Way Learning Habits continue to be re-visited with students and 
we will be sharing updates with you on how you can support your child to be Ready to Learn, with the first being: 
Smart Uniform & Correct Equipment – all students are expected to wear correct uniform and arrive equipped for the 
day, including a suitable school bag as part of their uniform to store their books / Knowledge Organiser in.  
 
One area of concern, however, is the increased use of mobile phones on site, with some students even accessing social 
media platforms during the school day. Our school rule clearly states that mobile phones should not be seen or heard 
when on site, unless directed to do so by a member of staff. If a student’s phone is seen or heard then the phone will 
be confiscated by our staff until the end of the school day. We expect all students to co-operate with this at all times. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=etmg3S3qPU-uuknn3x-YTctWenInd55FnbP8w8X10ZRUMjk5MDIySjEwTDJYN05ZSTNVN09UME03Ui4u


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events this half term: 
We have an action packed half term ahead here in school with the following headline events for your calendar: 

• Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Evening (Thursday 20th January) – if you have yet to make your appointments, 
please see the letter from Mr Thompson. If you have any queries, please contact the school office. 

• 6th Form Open Evening – Due to restrictions this will be a virtual online event and will go live in line with the 
above Year 11 Parents’ Evening. Please log in and find out why our 6th Form is the Post-16 choice for you. 

• Year 9 Options – Across this half term we will be sharing information with Year 9 students and parents linked 
to our Key Stage 4 GCSE Options Pathways. 

• Student Services – From Monday 31st January, we will be opening our Student Services area in school, which 
is located in the Jamieson building at the Student Entrance to school. This will be communicated to students 
next week and all student enquiries will go through there during the school day. 

• Holocaust Memorial Day 2022 – Our staff and students have created another fantastic video which has been 
selected by Liverpool City Council Civic Service for the annual memorial event held in Liverpool Town Hall. 
You can access the video here following this link: Alsop One Day Holocaust Memorial 

 
Communication with Parents / ClassCharts Parent App: 
To help us uphold our school motto of Achieving Excellence Together, it is critical that we work positively 
together in the best interests of your child, with regular and timely communication between school and home for 
celebration and rewards, concerns and sanctions, as well as access to general information and updates.   
 
To support this, we are in the process of updating our school website so it is easy to navigate and provides you 
with all of the information you need about our school in general, our ambitious curriculum and our School 
Improvement Priorities. There will also be a Headteacher’s blog where I will post general updates about what is 
happening in school instead of sending formal letters as updates. To keep you fully updated with events in school 
I would also encourage you, if you haven’t already, to follow our school Twitter feeds: @AlsopHighSch which is 
our official school account and @AlsopRESPECT20 which is our official school community account.  
 
Before the Christmas break and following our internal assessments, we shared our newly created reports with 
you. Our aim was to provide you with a clear summary of your child’s progress to date in school and I hope that 
you found the new layout and information provided to be of use to you to support your child. We will continue to 
review this based on your feedback to ensure that the information is meaningful for you and your child. 
 
We have a large number of parents who have yet to download and access the Class Charts Parent App which we 
use in school to record: Attendance, Achievement Points and Behaviour Incidents – live information at your 
fingertips supported by push notifications to keep you up to speed on your child’s attitude to learning. Over this 
next week you will receive a personal invite / reminder on how to download the App, with instructions of how to 
access the information available. I personally find it useful in supporting my 14 year old son at home and 
understanding how his day has gone at his school and I trust you will find it equally as beneficial. 
 
Parent Feedback: 
With the above info you will also receive a link to a Parent Feedback Survey where I would appreciate you taking 
the time to give us your feedback on what you feel we’re doing well as a school and any areas you feel we can 
improve on in the best interests of your child. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and as we progress through this year, and once restrictions begin to lift, I 
do look forward to welcoming groups of parents back into school and meeting you for informal social events, as 
well as structured school meetings, and working together with you to make 2022 a successful year for Alsop and 
our wider community; Achieving Excellence Together. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Paul Masher 
Headteacher 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fA9UH2LV60

