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13th January 2021 

Dear Parents 

I hope this letter finds you and your family safe and well in these difficult and challenging times.  

Firstly, can I thank you for your support and understanding as we have moved from face to face learning 
to remote learning with very little notice. It is testament to the ongoing work being carried out by our 
staff, students and your involvement as parents that we have been able to make the transition quickly 
ensuring that valuable learning time has not been lost during this time.  

I am writing to you today to keep you up to date with our remote learning provision. 

Remote Learning 

Our remote learning timetable mirrors that of our school timetable so your child should know when their 
lessons are. Lessons will be delivered online using Microsoft teams and will be a mix of “live lessons” and 
“pre-recorded lessons” 

Live lessons – are lessons being delivered by the teacher present at the time of delivery. Students can ask 
the teacher questions both verbally and using the chat function and the teacher can set tasks for the 
students as the lesson progresses in addition to the teaching of key knowledge. These lessons can be 
located using the calendar section in Microsoft Teams or by clicking on the team for the lesson that is 
timetabled. 

Pre-recorded lessons – are lessons that are uploaded onto Microsoft teams usually in the form of a power 
point with the teacher providing a voice over for students to follow. These lessons will not appear in the 
calendar and the student’s calendar may be blank at this time. The best way to locate the work is to click 
on the Team for the lesson that is timetabled and either follow the instructions in the team chat or click 
on the assignments tab to see what work needs to be submitted. 

Your child’s subject teachers will inform them of when they have live lessons and when their lessons are 
pre-recorded.  

If you have any difficulties in accessing Microsoft Teams, there are a number of useful guides on our 
school website to support you. If the issue is that you have no device and/or internet access at home, 
please complete the survey online and we can help support you in overcoming this barrier. The best way 
to do this is emailing remotelearning@alsophigh.org.uk  

For students who do not have a device and/or internet access currently we are providing weekly work 
packs that are posted out to students. From this week each pack will have a self-addressed envelope 
included so that the completed work can be returned to school and given to your child’s teacher. 

If you have any queries or difficulties with any aspect of remote learning, please see our school website 
or contact the school directly. We have a team of staff ready to help and support you. 

Assessment 

Assessment of students’ retention of knowledge is key to the learning process. As part of our remote 
learning lessons students will complete retrieval questions, hinge questions and exit ticket questions 
which all provide the teacher with a clear understanding of how secure your child’s knowledge and 
understanding of the lesson is. This in turn informs the planning of the next lesson. Many of these 
assessments take place using Microsoft Teams and the Assignments section. Students have received 
guidance on how to access their assignments but again if there are any difficulties students should first 



consult with the school website and watch the help video or raise the issue with one of their subject staff 
who will be able to help them during one of their lessons. 

At the end of this half term we will continue with our whole school assessment plan and students will 
complete an assessment task in all subjects with data being collected to review the academic progress 
being made by your child. This will then inform future planning not only in lessons but also in our 
curriculum development to ensure that any gaps in knowledge that your child may have are addressed on 
our return to face to face lessons. 

To support your child in their studies and to prepare for the end of term assessments a new knowledge 
organiser is being posted out to every child in the next few days.  

Examinations 

For Years 11 and 13 we are still awaiting further guidance on how grades will be awarded in the summer 
following the Government’s announcement that the summer examinations have been cancelled. As soon 
as we have any further information regarding this we will communicate this with you. In the meantime, I 
would strongly advice all students in these two year groups to continue attending all lessons and 
complete all work set to ensure that they are in the best position possible when any announcements are 
made and to secure a smooth transition to the next phase of their education and/or employment. 

Supporting your child at home 

These are challenging times and we recognise how difficult it is to manage home learning on top of 
“normal life”. Below are some suggestions that may help your child whilst they are learning at home. 

• Keep to a regular bedtime as if your child was attending school 
• Set the alarm and wake up as they would for school 
• Have a designated area for home learning and at the start of each day have all the equipment 

they will need for the day ready 
• Log onto lessons on time ready to learn 
• Remove distractions like having the TV on during a lesson 
• If they are working on paper, follow their normal school timetable 
• Take break and lunch at the same time as they would in school 
• At the end of the school day pack away all equipment  

Reading at home 

One of the best ways you can support your child at home is through reading. There is a vast amount of 
educational research evidencing that reading improves knowledge retention, vocabulary and overall 
attainment.  

Below is a link to a parental survey focused on reading. To support the school in providing the most 
effective reading provision for your child can you please take a few minutes to complete the survey and 
return to school. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DM2QD6R 

As always we are here to support and serve our school community. If you need any support with remote 
learning or any other aspect of schooling, please contact the school and we will do our very best to help 
you. 

Yours faithfully 

Miss Bruns 

Deputy Headteacher 


