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22nd April 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I am writing to you to inform you of the finalised plans for the awarding of grades for the Summer 2021 series. 
As you are aware the Government announced in January 2021 that the GCSE and A’ Level examinations for 
this academic year have been cancelled.  
Whilst schools were made aware of an outlined proposal following the national consultation. We only received 
the guidance for the awarding of grades this academic year during the Easter break.  

We have now finalised our plans to ensure that all students are given every opportunity to submit evidence that 
will support the awarding of their grades in all subjects, whilst maintaining integrity and ensuring that the 
moderation and standardisation of evidence across all subjects is robust and bias free. 

The assessment window will run throughout this half term, all assessments will be completed by Friday 28th 
May and will take place in classrooms and staffed by Alsop teaching staff.  

These assessments will form part of the evidence to support the awarding of a final grade but will not be the 
only forms of evidence. Students will only be assessed on the work that has been taught and they will receive 
subject specific support prior to any assessment taking place.  

The assessments we will use are; controlled assessments – in these assessments students will be able to use 2 
sides of A4 paper notes, completed in class prior to the assessment to support them in completing the questions 
asked of them, and invigilated assessments – students would not have any supporting notes with them in the 
assessment. Both forms of assessment will be carried out in “exam conditions” to create a focused and 
purposeful environment for all students to work in.   

Students who are following BTEC, practical subjects or subjects were portfolio’s of evidence are required should 
continue to work on these during their timetabled lessons and ensure that they meet the deadlines for 
completion as these pieces of work will be externally verified by the exam boards. 

The final grades will not be awarded solely by one member of staff. It will be a team of staff who submit a grade 
which will then be internally and externally moderated for accuracy and validity. Please do not ask or expect 
any member of staff to discuss any marks or grades your son or daughter may have received as your request 
will be declined. 

What we do ask of you is that you continue to support your sons and daughters as they enter their final weeks 
of study for this academic year. Excellent attendance and punctuality is vital at this stage as every lesson is 
critical as we prepare and support our students for their assessment. Students should be encouraged to prepare 
at home completing revision tasks and practice questions and we ask that students use the assessment 
timetable so they know what assessments are imminent each week. 

The assessment timetable can be found on the school website, in addition, a copy has been issued to your sons 
and daughter. 

If you have any queries regarding the awarding of grades process. Please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

Yours sincerely  

Miss N L Bruns 

Deputy Headteacher 

 


