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6th January 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

The Department for Education were clear yesterday that exams in vocational subjects in 
Years 13, 12 and 11 would go ahead in the next two weeks. As such we prepared to facilitate 
these exams as we were worried that a failure to do so could potentially negatively affect 
students with U grades being recorded and therefore students been unfairly disadvantaged. 
However, in the last two hours the DfE has clarified this stance and is now advising schools 
that exams should be taken where they (as in schools) judge it right to do so.  

In reality there is no easy answer to this situation as we are forced to balance the safety of 
children and colleagues with the recognition that students have worked hard for these 
exams and have continued to prepare and study for them in recent days. After careful 
consideration we have decided the following:  

Year 13 (Health and Social Care, BTEC Business, Cambridge Nationals Sport, BTEC Art, BTEC 
ICT, BTEC Games Design) – Exams Continue 

As this is Year 13’s final year of formal schooling and the process of awarding grades in the 
summer remains unclear we believe it is only right that we should run the January exams for 
students in this year group. Students in this year group will be able to sit their vocational 
January exam should they attend them. We recognise that you and your child may decide 
they do not wish to attend and sit the exam in light of the increasing cases and as we 
understand it students will not be penalised for this decision. Due to the cohort sizes in Y13 
we are able to socially distance students and this alongside other measures such as hand 
sanitising and ventilation means we believe the risk of infection is significantly mitigated 
should your child decide to sit their exam.  

Year 12 (Psychology, Cambridge Nationals Sport) – Exams Cancelled 

Year 12 vocational exams will not go ahead as students may well have the opportunity to 
complete these exams again in the summer and/or the assessment protocol for this year 
group may well change again before they complete their studies over the course of the next 
18 months. Therefore the risk of infection, albeit limited, outweighs the need for these 
exams to go ahead and these exams are cancelled.  

Year 11 (iMedia and Construction) – Exams Cancelled 

Year 11 vocational exams will not go ahead as larger cohort sizes mean we are concerned 
about running these exams at a time of national lockdown and encouraging large numbers 
of students to make a journey into school when it is no longer essential. Furthermore, 
although we do not know the future criteria for awarding exam grades for this year group 
we do know that many students will choose to go to our Sixth Form here at Alsop or to 
colleges who will understand the process in detail. Alongside the increased safety risks due 
to larger numbers of children being involved it is this difference in destinations at the end of 
the year which has led us to make a different decision for Year 11 in comparison to Year 13.  



As always, I appreciate your patience and support during what is a really challenging time 
for students and families; I can only apologise for the lateness of this information but we are 
working to communicate with you following DfE updates as quickly as we can.  

If you have any questions regarding this matter please contact the school office. 

Yours faithfully,  

Chris Wilson 

Headteacher 


