
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 19th July 2021 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Another busy school year came to an end on Friday and, although we had a number of students self-isolating, it 

was a fantastic last day as we recognised the efforts of our students via our Virtual Celebration Assemblies and 

said farewell and thank you to those staff who are leaving us.  

Whilst every member of staff, regardless of how long they have been a member of Team Alsop, has made a huge 

contribution to our school community, I would, however, like to highlight Mr Dylan Williams, who is retiring after 

24 years of dedicated service to Alsop. Seeing all our staff and students line up across the yard to create a guard 

of honour for Mr Williams was a fitting tribute to a man who has supported many and made a huge impact on 

our school. I am sure you will all join me in wishing him a very happy and well-earned retirement! 

As some staff depart Alsop for pastures new, following confirmation from our CEO of Omega MAT, Mr Wright, 

and as detailed in the letter to you last week, I am both proud and delighted to have been appointed permanent 

Headteacher here at Alsop from September. This term has been a period of discovery for me and what is 

undeniably clear is the commitment of our staff in making a difference for your child, our school and our 

community. Building on these solid foundations, I am excited for our next chapter as a school and working with 

you, our parents and carers, to ensure your child has the best possible school experience. 

Moving forward, priority 1 for us is your child’s attendance to school and as we move out of current Covid 

restrictions and self-isolation guidance changes, we will no longer have to self-isolate large numbers as a result of 

any positive cases. As such, focusing on Attendance Matters, it is absolutely critical that your child is in school 

each and every day so they can access our knowledge rich curriculum, maximise every minute of learning time 

and experience the fantastic enrichment activities available to support their academic and social development. 

Our recently shared proposal to adjust the timings of the school day consultation closed last Friday and we 

received a handful of responses from parents who were mainly in favour of the adjusted times, but also included 

a few queries. To remove any confusion, our formal school day will end at 2:45pm and this will be followed by 

optional enrichment & extra-curricular activities or targeted intervention sessions. We are confident our new 

timings will support us in delivering our ambitious plans and thank you for your feedback and support. 

Following the guidance recently provided by the Department for Education, we are looking forward to September 

2021 with optimism and have planned for the removal of bubbles, the re-introduction of assemblies and a re-

launch of our after-school enrichment activities. Based on the guidance, which states that: “all secondary pupils 

should receive two on-site lateral flow tests, three to five days apart, on their return in September”, we have 

reviewed our return plans for September 2021 and we will be implementing a staggered start to the year, as 

outlined below, to support on-site Covid testing and a purposeful start to the year. The guidance is subject to 

change and we will write to you again over the summer to confirm plans and updated consent information. 

Year Group Date of Lateral Flow Test at Alsop Return to School Date 

Year 7 Friday 3rd September Monday 6th September 

Years 11 & 13 Monday 6th September Tuesday 7th September 

Years 8 & 12 Tuesday 7th September Wednesday 8th September 

Years 9 & 10 Wednesday 8th September Thursday 9th September 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As students in Year 11 and Year 13 await their results, a reminder that 6th Form results will be available  

on Tuesday 10th August and GCSE results on Thursday 12th August. Specific timings of results days will be  

available on the school website and I wish the very best to all our students who will be receiving their results and  

send them my good wishes for the future. 

 

Since my arrival at the start of this term, one key area of review has been around our Pastoral support and 

behaviour systems, including: a focus on improving attendance, equipping our students so they are Ready to 

Learn and improving our mental health & well-being support. We have had sixteen members of our Pastoral 

Team recently complete the highly regarded ‘Mental Health First Aid’ qualification and last Thursday we 

appointed an additional three Pastoral Support Officers, two new Ready to learn Co-ordinators and a full time 

Mental Health & Well-Being Mentor.  

To support a positive start to the year, we expect all students to return to school in September in full school 

uniform and want all our students to look their best and take pride in wearing our school uniform. As I know that 

many of you will be purchasing new uniform items over the coming weeks, and following our updated uniform 

policy, Mr Pilkington will be sharing further detail in a separate update to you.  

To highlight some key updates, however, and to support our high standards and expectations; students are no 

longer permitted to wear any jewellery or piercings, apart from a wrist watch; extreme hairstyles and / or colours 

are not permitted and any dyed hair must be of a natural colour only; false / acrylic nails and coloured nail 

varnish are no longer permitted. If your child is planning on getting a piercing, please do so now so it can be 

removed in time for the start of the school year as we wish to have a positive start and reduce any challenges. 

 

Our students should be Ready to Learn The Alsop Way. We believe that for our students to fulfil their potential 

and be successful, they must have the opportunity to make the right choices, develop key learning habits and 

demonstrate self-discipline, underpinned by personal responsibility and accountability. To support this, and 

aligned with the three pillars of our school values; Knowledge, Respect & Opportunity, we have developed The 

Alsop Way Learning Habits. 

All members of our school community are expected to work in an atmosphere of mutual respect; accepting no 

excuses as we expect all members of our school community to uphold The Alsop Way Learning Habits 100% of 

the time. Whilst our students may sometimes find this challenging, and some students may require additional 

support to independently demonstrate our habits consistently, our high standards & expectations will not waiver. 

Attitude to learning 

is positive 

Listen and act on 

instruction 

Smart uniform 

and correct 

equipment 

On time: punctuality 

and deadlines 

Polite 

& respectful 

 

Students who consistently demonstrate The Alsop Way Learning Habits will be recognised on a daily basis and 

formally through our calendared rewards events. However, if any of our students do not demonstrate or wilfully 

defy our Learning Habits, this will not be tolerated and consequences will be implemented as outlined in our 

Ready to Learn The Alsop Way Behaviour Policy, which can be found on our website. 

We are confident that the above developments, alongside our increase of contact time with Form Tutors in our 

newly developed daily Personal Development Review (PDR) sessions, will ensure our students receive the best 

possible support and have every opportunity to maximise their potential. 

Finally, I would like to thank you all for your tremendous support for the school this year; I hope you all have a 

restful summer break and I look forward to welcoming students back and working with you in September! 

Your sincerely, 

Paul Masher 

Headteacher 

 


