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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Firstly, I hope that you are all safe and well and have been able to enjoy some part of the much changed festive 
season this year. As the hope of the vaccine and an eventual path out of this pandemic grows brighter so to, I’m 
afraid, do the concerns about the immediate future in light of the new strain of the virus and the impact on infection 
rates, hospitalisations and, tragically, deaths. As always, we are doing all we can to ensure school remains a safe 
environment with the risk of infection mitigated as much as possible and I look forward to your child returning to 
school soon. However, the situation is ever changing and therefore I am forced to write again about your child 
needing to stay at home over the next week/2 weeks as a minimum.  

Following the Secretary of State for Educations announcement yesterday it is clear that there are some important 
changes to our planned return and I have highlighted year groups and dates that they physically return to school 
below so that it is as clear as possible for you and your child.  

Staggered Re-Opening January 2021 

Year 11 and Year 13 students should now return to school on Monday January 11th 2021 at 8.20am. Students should 
return with bags, equipment and using the same gates as normal. Year 11 and Year 13 will now be taught remotely 
in the coming week beginning Monday 4th January 2021.  

Year 11 and Year 13 students are expected to work remotely unless they are the children of critical workers whom 
require provision in school or are identified as vulnerable by the school, home or an external agency. We will be 
contacting parents and carers on Monday morning regarding any student the school knows may require on site 
provision. If you are a critical worker and require a place for your child in school next week and they are in Years 11 
or 13 please contact Sean Mottram on the email below to let us know – I would ask you do this as soon as possible: 

s.mottram@alsophigh.org.uk  

If you child in Years 11 and 13 do not have access to remote learning we will get printed copies of resources to you 
as quickly as we can on Monday. If you require printed resources please ring the school office from 8am on Monday 
morning.  

All other students, Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 will be taught remotely during the weeks beginning 4th and 11th  January 
2021 and will only return to school on Monday 18th January; this is subject to a further review by the Secretary of 
State for Education before this date. Lessons will be taught on Microsoft Teams and work will be provided within 
Microsoft Teams for any students unable to access the live lessons and we have also posted paper copies of the 
lessons to students and families whom have let us know that they are without remote access so that every child can 
complete meaningful work in line with what they would have covered if they were in school.  

A reminder that for live lessons students must be logged on by 8.45am for period one and that behaviour 
expectations remain the same as if a student was physically in the classroom. It is essential that parents and carers 
ensure students are logged on, ready to learn at the appropriate times and I thank you in advance for you support 
with this.   

 

 

 

 



 

All formal examinations occurring during these next two weeks will take place and we will contact students about 
the process for this on Monday 4th January.  

 Furthermore, Year 12 students who are undertaking exams in January were due to access on site revision next week 
for Psychology and PE however this will now not be able to take place in school. I will liaise with the relevant staff on 
Monday to look at what remote provision can be offered, and we will let the relevant students know on Monday 
about this.  

As always I appreciate your support and your patience in these difficult weeks and months and I wish everyone in 
our community a brighter 2021 as we welcome in the New Year; whilst it may start with huge challenges ahead of us 
I am hopeful 2021 will bring all of us a more positive future.  

Yours faithfully, 

Chris Wilson 

Headteacher 


