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5th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope you and your loved ones are as safe and well as possible at this time. I am deeply saddened to 
be writing about another period of extended lockdown and I understand the worry and anxiety the 
announcement from the Prime Minister will have provided many last night. I am going to cover what 
we know at this point whilst also being mindful that there remain some unknowns at this stage.  

The aim of the lockdown is to reduce the number of people we are all coming into contact with and 
as a result the majority of learning will now be undertaken remotely.  

Key Worker and Vulnerable Children 

We have places available for the children of key workers and for children classified as vulnerable. In 
the case of vulnerable children we have contacted all of those we would consider to have a known 
vulnerability and I appreciate that many parents and carers have opted to keep children at home. If, 
however, as the situation is a fluid one, you have not been contacted and would like to request 
provision for a child, either because you consider them to be vulnerable in some way or because you 
as a key worker require childcare provision, please contact Mr Mottram on the email address below:  

s.mottram@alsophigh.org.uk  

Remote Learning 

Whilst schools were open it was possible to offer live lessons for all students for all of their lessons 
however that is unsustainable for in the coming weeks for two main reasons:  

1. We all now face trying to find a balance between home working and meeting the various 
caring needs many of us have; this obviously includes teaching colleagues who are not in a 
position to deliver live lessons every lesson to every class every day.  

2. Furthermore, student and parental voice has indicated that whilst live lessons are 
appreciated they can be a lot for students to undertake one after another so we are opting 
for a blend of full live lessons and shorter live inputs or recorded lessons.  

This means that moving forwards when your child will be receiving a blend of full live lessons and 
short inputs; your child will follow their normal timetable by logging into Teams at the beginning of 
each lesson and either a full live lesson will occur, or a shorter live/recorded input followed by work 
that students should undertake independently.  

We will continue to post work home where requested. 

Assignments 

Every shorter live lesson or recorded input will be accompanied by a an assignment set in Microsoft 
Teams that students must complete by 4.30pm that same day. The assignment will be explained 
within the recording or the shorter live input and allows students to demonstrate their 
understanding and engagement. 



We will also work with students who are working offline to enable them to complete and return 
these assignments so that we have a clearer picture of how they are progressing. It will also allow us 
to give meaningful feedback to students in line with our feedback policy.  

If you have any questions in regards to remote learning please email the address below:  

remotelearning@alsophigh.org.uk 

Free School Meals 

It is unclear at the time of writing whether a voucher scheme is available but all students in receipt 
of free school meals are eligible for a hamper of food and these can be collected from school via the 
attendance office entrance at the back of school between 9 and 10am and 1 and 2pm daily – 1 
hamper per week.  

Year 11 and Year 13  

Exams will not go ahead as expected for these year groups but further detail on how students will be 
awarded grades is not available at this point. I would ask that you ensure your child completes all  
remote learning so that they can continue to develop and grow as a learner and also so that they are 
able to continue completing work which may serve as evidence for any later process.  

It is important to note that all exams due to be sat this week and next are continuing to proceed 
and should be attended by the relevant students.  

Finally, thank you for your support. I realise remote learning is not easy and places another burden 
on families at this difficult time but I know we will work together to iron out the inevitable creases, 
support your child and keep everyone safe whilst ensuring they continue to learn the knowledge 
they will need for future success. I will of course write with further updates as things become 
clearer.  

Yours faithfully,  

Chris Wilson 

Headteacher 


