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1st December 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you are as well as you can be and that the impending lifting of some lockdown restrictions 
offers some respite at this difficult time. Despite all of the trials and tribulations of the academic 
year so far our students continue to achieve wonderful things with rewards, achievement points, 
postcards and phonecalls home all continuing to recognise your child for doing the right thing. We 
have seen excellent engagement with homework, learning in lessons and a commitment to the 
genuine mutual respect which we expect all at Alsop to show to each other. I am so pleased to see 
and hear students using impeccable manners on the gate and taking the time to thank their teachers 
and all staff who work with them. I am really proud of the culture we are creating at Alsop and I 
hope you and your child recognise that our school is a place where hardworking, committed and 
well behaved students will succeed.  

COVID-19 

As I am sure you can appreciate, it has been a very difficult period for many students, families and 
staff and if you or your child need anything then please do let us know and we will endeavour to do 
all we can. As a school we have seen a regular number of cases over the last two weeks but they 
remain very small in number for which we are grateful. Sadly, every case leads to disruption as direct 
contacts isolate and the learning of students is affected and I appreciate your ongoing support as 
none of us want to see students missing out on time in school. I am also inspired by the commitment 
of students, families and colleagues who are engaging fully in remote learning and I think this speaks 
to how well we work together as a community to support each other.  

Despite our best efforts it is clear that COVID-19 is resulting in significant staffing concerns with 
colleagues having to take time off for a range of reasons related to the virus. We are therefore 
having to merge online lessons, cover lessons internally and, as Year 9 experienced last week, having 
to contemplate partial closures. We are hoping we will not have to repeat this measure but please 
understand that if this does occur it is because our staffing numbers are not sufficient enough to 
meet the health and safety needs of our school and therefore your child.  

In relation to the above we are postponing the Year 10 Parents Evening scheduled for next week as I 
cannot guarantee enough staff to ensure it would be a useful use of your time; we will rearrange the 
evening for a time in the new year when we have less staffing issues. If you do need any information 
about your child’s progress and/or pastoral welfare please contact your child’s Head of Year in the 
first instance.  

 

 

 

 



Year 11 and Year 13 

I recognise that if you have a child in these year groups you will be increasingly concerned about the 
different ‘guesses’ that are appearing in newspapers as to what exams in the summer may look like. 
Please be reassured that I will write to you once we know about the exams and how they will run 
but please do note that it is my expectation, based on the Government’s official announcements, 
that the exams will run as normal and therefore students in Y11 and Y13 must attend intervention 
and support as normal to help them catch up ahead of the summer.  

Expectations 

We have always sought to support students who lack equipment, uniform and bags by providing it in 
school. It is clear, however, that some students are now expecting us to provide a bag on a daily 
basis because they refuse to follow the school rules and bring in an A4 sized bag containing their 
equipment pack and their knowledge organisers. As a result students who do not have an 
appropriate bag will receive a not ready to learn detention which is applied when students do not 
have:  

- An appropriate A4 sized bag (and/or) 
- Missing their knowledge organiser/knowledge organiser homework (and/or) 
- Do not have the correct equipment 

Students will not achieve success if they are not ready to learn and we are seeking to equip your 
child with the habits they need to enjoy life long achievement and as a result being prepared is one 
of the key elements of the Alsop Way.   

Christmas Plans 

I will write in more detail regarding the end of term in the coming days but suffice to say things will 
be a little different this year; we are focusing on supporting our local community and will still 
celebrate with a Christmas dinner, raffle and quiz in the final week of term. We will not be having a 
Christmas jumper day for Years 7-11 this year as we have found this can create additional pressures 
on families at this time. We will finish the term on Friday 18th December with students leaving the 
site at midday as usual.  

Parent and Carer Voice 

Finally, whilst I am so proud of our school in the heart of our community I recognise there is always 
more to do as we continue to improve and gathering parent and carer voice is really useful in 
helping us to do that. As a result, I would encourage all families to complete the survey below if 
possible:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSepkJZsntGVgySM1CLz6suZfHTIaPk3KXry6PdSZ
ZHdLFXayw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

We will then respond accordingly and I thank you in advance for your time with this survey.  

Thank you for your support, kindness and patience and I look forward to writing to you again in the 
near future to update you on our plans for the festive period.  

Yours faithfully,  

Chris Wilson 

Headteacher 


