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21st August 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you are well and enjoying some sort of summer holiday/break in these strangest of times. We 
are working hard in school to ensure all is ready for the new term and I know I speak for all 
colleagues when I say I can’t wait to see our students again. We want our building to be our school 
again and we need our hardworking and brilliant young people to help make that happen.  

I promised to write and update you this week regarding our plans for September as we welcome all 
students back to school. It is clear that the vast majority of parents and carers who have responded 
to our plans are happy with the protocols and procedures we have put in place to keep students, 
families and staff as safe as we can. It is also clear that many are concerned about this return to 
school and there is a feeling amongst some that is may be too early, as COVID-19 remains a part of 
our everyday existence; I just want to reassure you that this is completely understandable and 
respect those feelings. However, I also hope that you know that my colleagues have really 
considered every possible measure we can put in place to limit the risk to your loved ones and to get 
them back in school again. It is also true that all children must return to school to avoid longer term 
damage to their prospects and futures because of having missed a significant proportion of their 
schooling. It will be different and to begin with it may be strange but the same commitment to high 
standards, care and warmth that has always been a part of Alsop is what will guide us through this. 

In the coming days you will receive a pack with further written information regarding our return to 
school and this will include lots of information, I would encourage all parents and carers to read this 
with their child. It gives further information about how the school will operate, details about 
lunchtimes and some reminders about the new school day and uniform. I do however want to 
address some of the questions raised in the parent and carer survey to reassure all of our families.  

Firstly, we can only provide a hot meal (a meat or a vegetarian option); because we have to keep 
students in separate bubbles at lunchtime and not allow them to mix with other years; it is not 
logistically possible to provide any further options. Parents and carers should provide students with 
a packed lunch if they do not wish them to have one of the hot meal options. We will be publishing 
the menu in advance for parents and students to discuss. I also wanted to clarify what I meant by 
‘family dining’ which is simply a term to describe all of the students sitting in the dining space 
together having their meals; students will then move to the playground for fresh air together as 
opposed to being able to move as individual groups in order to preserve the bubbles.  

Secondly, in regards to transport and being late to school, if your child is coming on public transport 
and is late as we settle into the new routines we will be looking to work with you as a family to 
support not to punish. We will be issuing detentions for lateness to school as we would normally do 
but not where this is as the result of overcrowding or issues around public transport. If this were the 
situation then I would ask that a student lets us know this is the case and we will work to resolve this 
together.  



Questions were also raised about the situation regarding students and their PE kit. We really want to 
be able to ensure students still get some sort of PE curriculum as we all try to stay fit as a nation in 
an effort to be able to combat COVID-19 as best we can should any of us contract it. However, it is 
clear that this will cause logistical issues we need time to overcome and therefore PE lessons during 
September will be classroom based looking at healthy living and eating and what exercises students 
are able to do in our new world. After September, as outdoor lessons then begin, all students will 
need to wear their PE kit all day on the days when they have PE and therefore parents and carers 
will need to provide their child with plain black jogging bottoms and a uniformed top to wear; we are 
currently working with our suppliers to bring costs down for parents and carers and I will update you 
further as soon as we have confirmed a solution to this. It is important that students are in a 
uniformed top due to safeguarding requirements and in order to maintain standards.  

In regards to our safety measures we are basing our advice on the guidance produced by Public 
Health England and the Government and at this moment in time face masks are not mandated in 
schools and therefore they remain optional. It was also questioned as to why the bubbles were year 
group size and not smaller; a year group is the smallest size a bubble can be, as recognised by the 
Government, because of the lunch and break times whereby students will be in contact with each 
other. We only have a set amount of space so cannot socially distance all students and/or classes 
hence the year group bubbles. Furthermore, I wanted to reassure parents and carers that on the 
first few days in September colleagues will be making it very clear as to which entrance is for which 
group of students – we know this is new and different and will be out in significant numbers to 
support students. We will also be ventilating classrooms with open windows and doors which I know 
will reassure some of our parents who were worried about classrooms being used by classes all day; 
in addition to this we will be doing some light cleaning at break and lunchtime to help ensure the 
rooms are as sterile as possible. We will also be cleaning our dining spaces between uses and there 
will be regular cleaning of high use areas such as door handles, toilets, bannister and keyboards. 
Hand sanitiser is available throughout the school and by every exit and entrance.  

I am appreciative to all of the families who have engaged with our survey and thank everyone for 
their questions, which has allowed me to clarify the situation above. In an effort to help students 
settle into the new routines we will also be releasing short videos all next week explaining how 
different aspects of the school routines will work; I would strongly encourage you to discuss these 
with your child as to ensure everyone has as clear a view as possible of what the new term will look 
like. I know that we are all excited and a little nervous about the new normal but if we are patient 
with one another, kind to each other and remain focused on keeping everyone safe, ensuring 
everyone learns and continuing to improve our school we will successfully overcome this challenge 
together.  

I will write again next week ahead of the new term but I wanted to end by passing on my 
congratulations to our Year 11 and Year 13 students who have secured excellent grades and 
fantastic destinations for next year. I am really proud of our students, families and staff who have 
worked so hard to make this happen. Well done and thank you.  

Yours faithfully,  

Chris Wilson 

Headteacher 

 


