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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It seems so strange to write letters home at the moment because in school we are so busy and changes 
and new ways of working and learning occur every day and yet outside of school our lives seem 
suspended by the national lockdown and the uncertainty of the weeks ahead. First and foremost, 
however, I hope you and your loved ones are well and coping as best you can in these difficult times; 
as always thank you for your support and working with us to ensure every child gets the education 
they deserve as we really can only do any of this as one team.  

In recent days we have seen a number of students in one bubble in particular test positive for COVID-
19 and a couple of isolated cases in other year groups; the mass testing by the Army helped reveal a 
number of asymptomatic cases in our Year 9 bubble hence why the whole year group was asked to 
isolate. In regard to the other year groups we have sent direct contacts home as this is the most recent 
advice from Public Health England and we only then escalate that to a full bubble if we see a number 
of other cases emerging which so far has only happened once. We are doing all we can to keep 
students safe and we ventilate rooms at all times, clean all areas of the school frequently and insist 
that students wear masks in the corridors when moving around the school.  

We are, however, seeing a number of staff being absent due to a small number of positive cases, track 
and trace contacts and carers having to isolate with those they are caring for. Furthermore, a number 
of colleagues are required to work from home following the recent lockdown guidance from the 
Government. I wanted to raise this as it is putting pressure on our systems, processes and routines so 
we are prioritising keeping school open to all students in all year groups and ensuring live lessons are 
available for those students whom are isolating.  

I am delighted however that members of the military are returning on Monday 23rd November to 
undertake mass testing again and any child or staff member who wishes to be tested can have one. I 
must make it clear that students will only be tested where parents and carers have given consent. We 
will use the consent list we had last time, however I recognise things may have changed so if you wish 
to let us know your child can be tested now but haven’t given consent before please complete the 
survey below by 9pm on Sunday:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeVCE8nStjtyznqykuoRTZgovZihnO0OZoww2rxDbq1Xfk
UIw/viewform?usp=sf_link 

If you wish for your child to no longer be tested despite giving consent last time please email the 
following address by 9pm on Sunday:  

COVID19@alsophigh.org.uk 

I appreciate your patience with us during this exceptionally difficult time and if we take time to get 
back to you it is because we operating at severely reduced staffing. However, rest assured our 
commitment to high standards, positive behaviour, meaningful learning and support for every child 
remains at the centre of all we do and I would ask that everyone continues to support us with student 
culture, uniform including bags, equipment and home learning.  

Yours faithfully, 

Chris Wilson, Headteacher 


