
Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Who will be eligible? 

Anyone who lives, works or goes to school in Liverpool can get a test. 

We will be offering tests to children and young people at their schools and other educational 
settings.   

2. Is testing mandatory? 

No. We are hoping that many people will recognise the benefits of testing in reducing the 
transmission rate so that some of the restrictions on our way of life are lifted by Christmas. 

3. Why should I take part? 

Mass testing will provide a more accurate picture of the virus in Liverpool and could eventually help 
us to open up mass testing to the whole country. 

Identifying people who have Covid-19 before they develop symptoms will help reduce the number 
of people they spread it to, reducing the transmission rate. The more we reduce the transmission 
rate, the quicker we will be able to get closer to a more normal way of life and do the things we all 
enjoy, such as meeting family and friends. 

4. What are the tests? 

All residents and workers who consent will be tested using combination of existing PCR swab tests, 
as well as new more advanced ‘lateral flow’ tests which can rapidly turn around results within an 
hour without the need for a lab. 

The pilot and contact tracing will be locally led with testing carried out at new and existing testing 
sites as well as through the home testing channel. 

5. How quickly will people get their results? 

The lateral flow device tests take up to an hour and are point of care tests, so don’t need to go to a 
lab to be processed.  However, results may take longer to be sent to people as they need to be 
registered on the system, so could take a few hours to be processed. 

6. How accurate is the new lateral flow test? 

The tests have been validated by the Department of Health as being very accurate with high 
sensitivity and specificity levels.  

Quality assurance work carried out so far has shown the tests to be as effective in identifying 
asymptomatic positive cases as symptomatic positive cases. 

7. What happens if I test positive? 

If someone tests positive, they will be informed by school and will be expected to self-isolate for 10 
days. 

Anyone who tests positive, using either a lateral flow test or an existing swab test, must self-isolate 
along with their household immediately.  Those who test negative will need to continue to follow all 
national guidance. 

8. Will contacts need to isolate? 

Anyone who is identified as a contact will need to isolate for 14 days from their last contact with the 
positive person.  This is irrespective of whether they access a negative test or not.   



9. How long will the pilot last? 

This has not yet been decided but it will run for approximately two weeks, but this may be extended. 

10. Is that long enough to make a difference? 

The scale of the offer being made in Liverpool will help to demonstrate that massive asymptomatic 
testing can help identify far more cases and break the transmission of coronavirus.  

The combination of massive access to new, fast, testing also helps us make progress toward being 
able to return to less onerous restrictions once we do reduce transmission. 

11. Will this be rolled out to other areas of the city region, or the rest of the country? 

An evaluation of testing the whole of Liverpool will inform the potential rollout of whole town or city 
testing to other areas, as part of the government’s commitment to make mass testing available. 

12. Why is the army involved? 

We do not have the staff numbers needed to run the mass testing programme, so we have invited 
the army to support us with setting up and running the programme and to provide logistical support 

 


