
At Alsop High School we are created a five-year curriculum where powerful knowledge is 
explicit and identifies what the pupils must know, understand and do in each subject. This 
includes the building of effective revision strategies into homework and lessons. This is 
based on evidence, so we know that if our students do it well, it will work. Retrieval practice 
using the look-cover- write-check technique, when done in regular small chunks, is one of 
the best ways students can learn relevant knowledge over time. 

At the start of each term, our students will be given a knowledge organiser which includes 
all the key knowledge across each subject area.  This Knowledge organiser will identify the 
exact facts, dates, events, characters, concepts and precise definitions that we need them to 
remember for the topics or unit that they will study that term.  

By learning and securing this knowledge base, this will allow students to develop their skills 
of understanding, analysis and evaluation in lessons more effectively.  

They will be given a A4 Knowledge Organiser (KO) booklet for each term containing the 
breakdown of each subject, a ‘look-cover-write-check’ (LCWC) cover sheet and an exercise 
book to carry out self- quizzing.  

 
They will carry out LCWC from their knowledge organisers for homework, with the relevant 
section identified by each subject according to the homework timetable for each year 
group.  

For this, they will use their LCWC self- quiz exercise books that they will take between 
school and home. Pupils must carry both their Knowledge Organiser and quiz book at all 
times.  

To do this, they will cover up part of their knowledge organiser, write it out from memory 
(in a black or blue pen), then self-check and correct any spelling mistakes, missing bits or 
mistakes (in a green pen). Form teachers will check that the relevant sections for each 
subject have been completed in line with the homework timetable and presentation rules 
for self- quizzing. This knowledge will be revisited regularly in lesson retrieval tasks and 
followed by subject testing every two weeks.  

By following this process, pupils will learn the most important information in each subject 
and develop key study and revision skills needed for lifelong learning.  



Parents can be a huge support for their son/daughter too with this homework method. By 
asking questions and checking your child’s quiz book regularly.  

A step by step guide on how to use the knowledge organiser can be found below. 

 

How to use the Knowledge organiser 

 

Step 1 

Find the subject to be studied in the Knowledge organiser. These are listed in the Contents 
page at the beginning of the Knowledge Organiser.  

Step 2 

‘Look’ – the points to be studied are set out 
clearly. Read one point at a time. 

Do this using a ruler to really focus on the point 
to be studied.  Re read this. Recite it aloud and 
recite it again.  

 

 

Step 3 

‘Cover’ - cover up the point studied with Cover 
sheet. Try to remember exactly what you have 
just read word for word. Do not worry if you 
cannot remember all of it.  

 

 

 

Step 4 

‘Write’- now write down the point word for word 
as you have remembered it. You may be able to 
remember all of it or only some of it. Just write 
what you can.  

 

 

 



 

Step 5 

‘Check’- now check what you have written 
using the knowledge organiser. You should 
check if you have written the point down 
word for word. For each word that is 
correct, draw a tick above it with your green 
pen.  For each one that is incorrect, write 
the correction above the word or space if a 
word has been missed out.  

 

Step 6 

Repeat- If you have lots of corrections, 
repeat the process again.  This may take 3-4 
times, and everybody is different. Do not 
worry if you have lots of green pen to begin 
with. This is part of the learning process and 
committing facts to memory takes time and 
hard work. 

 

Self quizzing is key when we are trying to learn new information. This needs to be practiced 
on a regular basis if it is be committed to memory. Go back to the points you have studied 
the previous day regularly. This will support this retrieval process.  

 

 

 


