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WEEK 1 Baseline/ 
Knowledge, 
skills and 
content 
  

Musical Elements and Theory Listen-
ing Test 

Complete a listening assessment focus-
sing on: 

 Pitch 

 Duration 

 Tonality 

 Structure 

Review their areas of strength and 
development. 

Key Teaching 

 Identify what pitch is. 

 Listening task looking at differ-
ent pitches.   

Knowledge: 

What is..? 

How would you 
explain..? 

Can you select..? 
Which one..?  

What are the 5 
main note dura-
tions?  

 What can you say 
about..? 

What terms can 
you use to de-
scribe……? 

 

Application and 
Analysis:  

Which term would 
best fit what you 
have just heard? 

How is ___ related 
to..? 

What other words 
could be used to 
describe..? 

Why do you 
think..?  

 

Synthesis: 

Can you elabo-
rate..? 

Can you propose an 
alternative word..? 

How could you 
improve..? 

What feature can 
you hear? 

All:  

Identify the mean-
ing of the 4 ele-
ments of music 
studied in this 
SOW. 

Identify whether a 
pitch is high or 
low.   

Name key musical 
notes by sight. 

Identify the main 
sections present in 
a piece of music 
e.g. intro, verse 
and chorus 

Understand the 
difference between 
major and minor 
tonalities 

 

Most: 

Identify the chang-
es made to the 
pitch of a sound. 

Identify the note 
value of the 5 main 
musical notes 

Identify additional 
sections present in 
a piece of music 
e.g. middle 8. 

Identify, through 
listening, a major 
and minor tonality. 

 

Some:   

Describe the 
changes in the 
pitch of a sound 
using more com-
plex vocabulary 

Be able to notate 
the 5 main note 
values through 
rhythm dictation 
activities 

Class discus-
sion tasks on 
key elements 
of music that 
are being 
studied and 
how they can 
be identified 
through lis-
tening.   

 

 

Starters—
how could 
you de-
scribe ..? 

  

What is the 
significance 
of each 
element? 
Which of 
the ele-
ments stud-
ied is the 
most criti-
cal in the 
creation of 
music? 

What makes 
a piece of 
music hap-
py/sad? 
(Tonality) 

What is the 
most im-
portant 
section 
within a 
song?  Why? 

Revision ma-
terials pro-
vided 

 

Paired work 
with other 
pupils 

 

Key vocabu-
lary word 
bank 

 

 

Build in the use of 
simultaneous ele-
ments when listen-
ing to one piece of 
music.   

Link the music they 
are listening to with 
its context and iden-
tify key features of 
the genres.   

Make clear and criti-
cal judgements 
about music. 

Homework to 
be set in 
week 3. 

 

Pupils will 
complete a 
worksheet 
giving defini-
tions of the 
key musical 
terminology 
they have 
covered  

Pupils will 
complete a 
worksheet 
giving defi-
nitions of 
the key 
musical 
terminology 
they have 
covered.  
They must 
write their 
definitions 
in full sen-
tences  

WEEK 2 
& 3 

Knowledge, 
Skills & 
Content 
  
  
  

Musical Elements and Theory  

Key Teaching: 

- Duration 

- Structure 

 Identify the different musical 
notes by sight 

 Understand the note value for 
each different musical note 

 Rhythmic dictation-be able to 
identify note values through sound as 
well as sight. 

 Understand the difference be-
tween different sections of a piece of 
music 

 Listen to music and split it in to 
the different sections heard using the 
correct terminology 

WEEK 4 Knowledge, 
skills & con-
tent/
Assessment 
  

Musical Elements and Theory  

- Tonality 

 Study the difference between 
major and minor sounds. 

 Identify the difference between 












