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WEEK 1 Baseline/ 
Knowledge, 
skills and 
content 
  

Composition Using Loops 

Complete a baseline assessment which 
tests the pupils knowledge of: 

 Loops 

 Structure 

 Accompaniment 

 Ostinato 

 Rhythm 

 Dynamics. 

The practical composition baseline 
task will then consist of a short guided 
task that has to be completed on 
Mixcraft. 

Knowledge: 

What is..? 

How would you 
explain..? 

Can you select..? 
Which one..?  

What is a loop? 

What is accompani-
ment?  

 What can you say 
about..? 

What terms can 
you use to de-
scribe……? 

 

Application and 
Analysis:  

Which term would 
best fit what you 
have just heard? 

How is ___ related 
to..? 

What other words 
could be used to 
describe..? 

Why do you 
think..?  

Have they applied 
the given struc-
ture? How? 

What instrument 
plays the ostinato? 

 

 

Synthesis: 

Can you elabo-
rate..? 

Can you propose an 
alternative word..? 

How could you/
they improve..? 

What feature can 
you hear? 

All:  

Compose a loop 
based piece of mu-
sic using Mixcraft. 

Have three 8 bar 
sections. 

Include the instru-
ments that are on 
the worksheet. 

Understand what 
an ostinato is. 

Use dynamics with-
in at least one sec-
tion of their music. 

 

Most: 

Compose a loop 
based piece of mu-
sic using Mixcraft. 

Have three 12 bar 
sections. 

Include the instru-
ments that are on 
the worksheet plus 
one additional fea-
ture. 

Understand what 
an ostinato and 
accompaniment is. 

Use dynamics with-
in at least two sec-
tion of their music. 

 

Some:   

Compose a loop 
based piece of mu-
sic using Mixcraft. 

Have three 16 bar 
sections. 

Include the instru-
ments that are on 
the worksheet plus 
two additional fea-
ture. 

Understand what 

Class discus-
sion tasks on 
key elements 
of music that 
are being 
studied, how 
they can be 
identified 
through lis-
tening and 
how they can 
be incorpo-
rated in to 
composition.  

 

 

Starters—
how could 
you de-
scribe ..? 

  

What is the 
significance 
of each 
element? 
Which of 
the ele-
ments stud-
ied is the 
most criti-
cal in the 
creation of 
music? 

What makes 
a piece of 
music inter-
esting to 
listen to? 

What is the 
most im-
portant 
section 
within a 
song?  Why? 

What fea-
tures would 
you include 
in an ostina-
to? 

 

What musi-
cal tech-
niques 
could you 
use to de-
velop an 
ostinato/
accompani-
ment? 

Revision ma-
terials pro-
vided 

 

Paired work 
with other 
pupils 

 

Key vocabu-
lary word 
bank 

Access to the 
music soft-
ware outside 
of lesson 
times to con-
tinue with 
their work.   

 

 

Build in the use of 
simultaneous ele-
ments when compos-
ing one piece of 
music. 

Link the music they 
are listening to with 
its context and iden-
tify key features and 
instruments of the 
genres.   

Make clear and criti-
cal judgements 
about music. 

Add additional sec-
tions and features to 
their music to fur-
ther develop their 
compositional ideas. 

Homework to 
be set in 
week 3. 

 

Pupils will 
complete a 
worksheet 
giving defini-
tions of the 
key musical 
terminology 
they have 
covered  

Pupils will 
complete a 
worksheet 
giving defi-
nitions of 
the key 
musical 
terminology 
they have 
covered.  
They must 
write their 
definitions 
in full sen-
tences.  
This will be 
set as a 
homework 
task.    

WEEK 2 
& 3 

Knowledge, 
Skills & 
Content 
  
  
  

Composition Using Loops 

Key Teaching: 

- What is a loop 

 Identify what a loop is and how it 
is used in music 

 Identify styles of music where 
loops can be heard 

 Pupils will complete their own 
loop based composition using either 
the Reggae, Blues or Disco style on 
mixcraft 

 They need three unique sections 
that include drums, bass, guitar, pi-
ano/synth/keyboard/organ and two 
other instruments of their own choice 

 Understand the way sounds are 
put together and what sounds effec-
tive 

WEEK 4 Assessment 
  

Composition Using Loops 

 Listening and assessment 

 Peer assessment-what works 
well in the composition and 
what needs to be reviewed. 

PROGRAMME OF STUDY: KS3 Music  












