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WEEK 1 Baseline/ 
Knowledge, 
skills and 
content 
  

Musical Elements and Theory Listen-
ing Test 

Complete a listening assessment focus-
sing on: 

 Dynamics 

 Tempo 

 Time Signature 

 Instruments 

 Genres/Styles 

Review their areas of strength and 
development. 

Key Teaching 

 Identify what Dynamics are 

 Complete the dynamics table 
using symbols and Italian terms 

 Listening activity to identify 
dynamics of music using sym-

Knowledge: 

What is..? 

How would you 
explain..? 

Can you select..? 
Which one..?  

What are the 4 
main time signa-
tures?  

 What can you say 
about..? 

What terms can 
you use to de-
scribe……? 

 

Application and 
Analysis:  

Which term would 
best fit what you 
have just heard? 

How is ___ related 
to..? 

What other words 
could be used to 
describe..? 

Why do you 
think..?  

 

Synthesis: 

Can you elabo-
rate..? 

Can you propose an 
alternative word..? 

How could you 
improve..? 

What feature can 
you hear? 

All:  

Identify the mean-
ing of the 5 ele-
ments of music 
studied in this 
SOW. 

Identify the dynam-
ics and tempo of a 
piece of music us-
ing English vocabu-
lary. 

Name the 4 main 
time signatures. 

Identify the main 
instruments pre-
sent in modern 
music.   

Identify the 4 main 
families of instru-
ments found in 
classical music. 

 

Most: 

Identify the dynam-
ics and tempo of a 
piece of music us-
ing Italian vocabu-
lary and symbols. 

Identify the mean-
ing of the top and 
bottom numbers 
within a time sig-
nature. 

Identify a simple 
time time signature 
through listening to 
a piece of music. 

Identify all instru-
ments present in 
modern music. 

Identify instru-
ments and families 
found in classical 
music through lis-
tening. 

Identify the genre/
style of a piece of 
music through lis-
tening. 

Class discus-
sion tasks on 
key elements 
of music that 
are being 
studied and 
how they can 
be identified 
through lis-
tening.   

 

 

Starters—
how could 
you de-
scribe ..? 

  

What is the 
significance 
of each 
element? 
Which of 
the ele-
ments stud-
ied is the 
most criti-
cal in the 
creation of 
music? 

If you have 
a high num-
ber of notes 
in each bar 
of a piece 
of music, 
does that 
make it 
fast? 

What is the 
most im-
portant 
style of 
music?  
Why? 

What is the 
most im-
portant 
instrument 
in music? 
Why? 

Revision ma-
terials pro-
vided 

 

Paired work 
with other 
pupils 

 

Key vocabu-
lary word 
bank 

 

Table of dy-
namics in 
order of qui-
etest to loud-
est 

 

Table of tem-
po vocabu-
lary in order 
of slowest to 
fastest. 

 

 

 

Build in the use of 
simultaneous ele-
ments when listen-
ing to one piece of 
music.   

Link the music they 
are listening to with 
its context and iden-
tify key features of 
the genres.   

Make clear and criti-
cal judgements 
about music. 

Homework to 
be set in 
week 3. 

 

If you have a 
high number 
of notes in 
each bar of a 
piece of mu-
sic, does that 
make it fast?

Pupils will 
answer this 
question for 
homework.  
They will 
write a para-
graph and in 
full sentenc-
es. 

If you have 
a high num-
ber of notes 
in each bar 
of a piece 
of music, 
does that 
make it 
fast? 

Pupils will 
answer this 
question for 
homework.  
They will 
write a par-
agraph and 
in full sen-
tences. 

WEEK 2 
& 3 

Knowledge, 
Skills & 
Content 
  
  
  

Musical Elements and Theory  

Key Teaching: 

- Time Signatures 

- Genres/styles & Instruments 

 Understand what the top and bot-
tom numbers of a time signature indi-
cate 

 Identify the meaning of the 4 main 
musical time signatures 

 Identify a time signature by listen-
ing to a piece of music 

 Listening to a variety of different 
instrument and identifying them 
through  sound 

 Studying the music of 3 genres 
(Classical, Rock and Jazz) to identify 
the instruments typical of these styles 

WEEK 4 Knowledge, 
skills & con-
tent/

Musical Elements and Theory  

- Tempo 












