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WEEK 1 
2 les-
sons 

Baseline 
  

Symbols and Terms 

Complete a written assessment on the 
identification of key terms and sym-
bols found on musical scores 

 Definition of dynamics and tem-
po  

 Symbols used to describe dy-
namics 

 Italian terms to describe dy-
namics 

 Italian terms used to describe 
tempo 

 Working out BPM for a song 

 Additional markings found in a 
musical score 

Review their areas of strength and 
development. 

Knowledge: 

What is..? 

How would you 
explain..? 

Can you select..? 
Which one..?  

What Italian term 
would you use to 
describe the dy-
namics at the start 
of this piece of 
music?  

What Italian term 
would you use to 
describe the tempo 
of this piece of 
music?  

What dynamic 
marking would you 
use to describe this 
piece? 

 

Application and 
Analysis:  

What does this 
tempo suggest? 

What do the dy-
namics suggest? 

How is ___ related 
to..? 

What other words 
could be used to 
describe..? 

Why do you 
think..?  

 

Synthesis: 

Can you elabo-
rate..? 

Can you propose an 
alternative word..? 

How could you 
improve..? 

What feature can 
you hear? 

All:  

Identify what dy-
namics are 

Identify what tem-
po is 

Be able to use the 
two main dynamics 
terms when talking 
about/describing 
dynamics in a piece 
of music 

Be able to use the 
two main dynamic 
symbols when de-
scribing the dynam-
ics in a piece of 
music 

Be able to use the 
three main terms 
when talking 
about/describing 
the tempo of a 
piece of music 

Work out slow and 
steady BPM 

Identify some of 
the other symbols 
found in their study 
score 

 

Most: 

Be able to use the 
6 terms to describe 
the dynamics of a 
piece of music 

Be able to use the 
6 dynamic markings 
to describe the 
dynamics of a 
piece of music 

Be able to use the 
6 terms to describe 
the tempo of a 
piece of music 

Work out the BPM 
of a moderately 
paced piece of 
music 

Class discus-
sion tasks on 
key terms 
and symbols 
that are be-
ing studied 
and how they 
can be iden-
tified  when 
looking at 
sheet music 

Discussion 
about how 
important 
the symbols 
and terms 
are and why 
they are 
used 

Starters—
how could 
you de-
scribe ..? 

  

Why is it 
important 
to use sym-
bols to rep-
resent in-
tentions on 
a musical 
score? 

If there is 
no tempo 
marking at 
the begin-
ning of a 
piece of 
music, what 
speed would 
you play it? 

The louder 
the sound 
the faster 
the music.  
Is this state-
ment true? 

 

Revision ma-
terials pro-
vided 

 

Paired work 
with other 
pupils 

 

Key vocabu-
lary word 
bank 

 

Homework 
writing  
frame 

 

 

 

 

Build in the use of 
simultaneous ele-
ment questions.   

Include resources for 
detailed score anno-
tation and analysis 
of musical elements 

Make clear and criti-
cal judgements 
about music. 

Give clear judge-
ments on why sym-
bols are used to rep-
resent key terms  

Look at symbols and 
terms that show  
various instrumental 
playing techniques 

Homework to 
be set in 
week 2, 4 & 6

 

Homework 
Task 1 

Write a defi-
nition of the 
key elements 
of music they 
have studied 
so far on the 
course.  They 
must write 
this in full 
sentences. 

 

Homework 
Task 2 

Additional 
worksheets 
helping the 
pupils to 
identify dy-
namic mark-
ings and 
terms for 
tempo 

 

Homework 
Task 3 

GCSE listen-
ing work-
sheet 

Pupils will 
write a def-
inition of 
the key 
elements of 
music they 
have stud-
ied so far on 
the course.  
They must 
write this in 
full sen-
tences. 

This will be 
a homework 
task. 

WEEK 2 
2 les-
sons 
  

Knowledge, 
Skills & 
Content 
  
  
  

Symbols and Terms 

Key Teaching: 

- What are dynamics?  And why are 
they important in music? 

 Symbols found in a score that are 
used to show how dynamics should be 
played 

 Italian terms that can be used to 
describe dynamics 

 Symbols and words that can be 
used to identify changes in dynamics 

 Listening to pieces of music and 
using symbols to describe the dynamics 
of the piece 

 Listening to pieces of music and 
describing how the dynamics in a song 
change 

 Use musician to test and consoli-
date their understanding of terms 

WEEK 3 
2 les-
sons 

Knowledge, 
skills & con-
tent 

Symbols and Terms 

Key Teaching: 












