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WEEK 1 
2 les-
sons 

Baseline 
  

The Beatles:  Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band 

Lesson 1 

Complete an assessment on the key 
features of ’Lucy in the Sky with Dia-
monds’.  

 Identify the time signature & 
what it means 

 Identify the structure of the 
song 

 Identify the instruments that 
can be heard in the recording 

 Identify the key signature of 
the song 

 Key information about the influ-
ences behind the song and the 
meaning of the lyrics 

 Score reading activity to identi-
fy key features on the sheet 
music 

Review their areas of strength and 
development. 

Lesson 2 

Focus on key information to do with 
‘Lucy in the sky with Diamonds’.  Look 
at the influence of drugs on music at 
the time and how this song played a 
key role in this.  Look at other artists 
whose music was affected by drugs 
and other songs on the album that 
could be influenced by drugs.     

Knowledge: 

What is..? 

How would you 
explain..? 

Can you select..? 
Which one..?  

What recording 
techniques were 
used in this song?  

What is the struc-
ture of this piece 
of music?  

How would you 
describe……? 

Can you identify 
the…? 

 

Application and 
Analysis:  

Why was this typi-
cal of music in the 
1960s? 

What style of mu-
sic does this link to 
and why? 

What other words 
could be used to 
describe..? 

Why do you 
think..?  

 

Synthesis: 

Can you elabo-
rate..? 

Can you propose an 
alternative word..? 

How could you 
improve..? 

What feature can 
you hear? 

What features can 
you identify from 
the score? 

All:  

Identify key fea-
tures of the music 
looking at the score 
e.g. time signa-
ture, key signa-
ture, tempo etc.  

Identify the struc-
ture of the music 
using simple musi-
cal vocabulary. 

Read the scored 
notation. 

Understand what 
questions this part 
of their study will 
relate to in their 
exam. 

 

Most: 

Identify key fea-
tures and addition-
al features of the 
music looking at 
the score e.g. time 
signature, key sig-
nature, tempo, 
intervals, chords 
etc.  

Identify the struc-
ture of the music 
using some com-
plex musical vocab-
ulary. 

Read the scored 
notation using the 
bass and treble 
clef. 

Understand how 
their contextual 
knowledge will 
relate to the ques-
tions they will be 
asked in their ex-
am. 

Some:   

Identify key fea-
tures and addition-
al more complex 

Class discus-
sion tasks on 
key elements 
of the piece 
that is being 
studied and 
the features 
that can be 
picked out 
from the 
sheet music 
and their 
listening. 

 

Reading of 
key infor-
mation from 
the GCSE  
text book to 
aid with 
their under-
standing of 
the context 
in which 
each song 
was written 

 

Research 
tasks 

 

Starters—
how could 
you de-
scribe ..? 

  

What is the 
significance 
of a particu-
lar instru-
ment within 
this song? 

Which of 
the songs 
you have 
studied do 
you think 
shows a 
unique style 
compared 
to The 
Beatles pre-
vious songs? 

 

Revision ma-
terials pro-
vided 

 

Paired work 
with other 
pupils 

 

Key vocabu-
lary word 
bank 

 

 

 

 

Build in the use of 
more difficult termi-
nology and analysis 
e.g. looking at inter-
vals and more com-
plex chords. 

Include resources 
with more detailed 
contextual infor-
mation to enhance 
their extended writ-
ing preparation. 

Make clear and criti-
cal judgements 
about music. 

Give clear judge-
ments on the con-
text of the songs and 
the difference com-
pared to previous 
albums that were 
produced. 

Perform excerpts of 
the study songs to 
gain a performance 
perspective of the 
features. 

Homework to 
be set in 
week 2, 4 & 6

 

Homework 
Task 1 

Listening 
Task:  Listen 
to each of 
the three 
study pieces 
by The Beat-
les.  Com-
plete the 
answer table.  
(answers for 
this are on 
Page 37 of 
the ZigZag 
guide) 

 

Homework 
Task 2 

Elements of 
theory work-
sheet.   

 

Homework 
Task 3 

Explain how 
The Beatles 
were able to 
achieve a 
’new sound’ 
through their 
use of tech-
nology in 
Lucy in the 
Sky With Dia-
monds (8 
Mark Ques-
tion) 

This is an 
example of 
an 8 mark 
question tak-
en from a 
specimen 
exam paper.

Pupils will 
complete a 
response to 
an exam 
based ques-
tion that 
will give 
them expe-
rience of  
the ques-
tions they 
will be giv-
en to an-
swer in 
their final 
GCSE exam. 

 

E.g.  

Explain how 
The Beatles 
were able 
to achieve a 
’new sound’ 
through 
their use of 
technology 
in Lucy in 
the Sky 
With Dia-
monds (8 
Mark Ques-
tion) 

 

This will be 
a homework 
task. 

WEEK 2 
2 les-
sons 
  

Knowledge, 
Skills & 
Content 
  
  
  

The Beatles:  Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band 

Key Teaching: 

Lesson 1 

 Bar by bar analysis of ‘Lucy in the 
Sky with Diamonds’.   

 Symbols and features on the score  

 Structure of the piece 

 Analysis of the lyrics and under-
standing behind the meaning of the 












