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THE ALSOP WAY
MR C WILSON: HEADTEACHER
Welcome to the first edition of our newsletter: The Alsop Way.
I am delighted to share with you updates, successes and future plans for
our school community. As always, everything we do is based upon the
three pillars that we build our school around: Knowledge, Respect and
Opportunity. Therefore, stories in this newsletter are linked to all three
of these core values; however, The Alsop Way is more than these three
pillars: it is about the correct behaviours that everyone in our community
should demonstrate on a daily basis. We expect all parents and carers to
be supportive of these and to instil them at home.
We expect everyone at Alsop to:

- Be Prepared
- Be Committed
- Be Kind
- Be Positive
- Be Engaged
- Be Ambitious

As a result, we seek to achieve excellence, value everyone and make
our lives better. I am delighted by the way so many of our students
have embraced these ideals; they continue to make me so proud - proud
to be their Headteacher as I watch them grow.
Whilst we continue to improve, lessons have more purpose and
structure; they have a much greater focus on equipping our students
with the specific knowledge that they require succeed. Furthermore,
we have taken significant steps forward in regards to uniform,
behaviour in lessons and in rewarding those students who make the
right choices. As always, our young people have taken part in a wide
range of extra- curricular opportunities, ranging from trips to
workshops, to events at the Town Hall. We should be proud of these
students for representing us so well in the community.
We still have much to improve and, as always, we can only do this in
partnership with yourselves. The expectation is that all students wear
the correct uniform, attend all day, every day, behaving appropriately
as they move between lessons, lunch and break.
I hope you enjoy reading about the wonderful community here at
Alsop High School. I will be writing to parents to talk about the next
phase of our journey. I know I can count on your support moving
forward. I look forward to sharing more of our successes in the future.

Empowering Alsop and it’s Community
with Literacy Opportunities
MS TAPIA-BOWES
DISCIPLINARY LITERACY COORDINATOR
Disciplinary Reading is at the heart of everything that is
of value to Alsop. During the school day, for instance,
students read in every lesson and teachers read Classic
fiction to their forms twice weekly. Reading is the key
that unlocks our students’ full potential, and a guarantee
to a bright and successful future for all. This is why,
every child and member of staff at Alsop was gifted a
book, of their choice, for Christmas. That is over 2200
books!
Alongside reading, all teachers are using the Frayer
model to explore spelling, in depth, by analysing the
word’s meaning and etymology. Students gain insight
into the word’s history, thus empowering them to both
encode and decode from one lesson to
another. Ultimately, both reading and spelling are
deliberately linked to the lesson’s intended outcome:
a vocabulary-rich piece of writing, demonstrating
unquestionable measurable progress.
Furthermore, this academic year has seen the successful
introduction to Short-Course, Play and Novel Writing
Courses for students, parents and staff alike. The recent
Holocaust poetry competition received submissions
from everyone in our community. At Alsop, and on a
daily basis, we strive to provide literacy opportunities
that will enthuse, engage and make a real difference.
Finally, our Patron of Reading, Frank Cottrell Boyce,
shared his passion for books in our launch of Reading,
the Alsop Way; he is a true ambassador for our closeknit and caring community.

Since then, we have been visited by several authors, authors such as Joseph Delaney, Patrice
Lawrence and poet Hilary Walker: writers who support our literacy mission and are equally
committed in promoting reading, writing and spelling.
We look forward to so much more in the coming months, with visitations from Tim Quinn
on World Comic Day, Levi Tafari on World Poetry Day and Frank Cottrell Boyce and Paula
Rawsthorne on World Book Day. We want our children to love books, love reading and love
words. As Margaret Atwood reminded us recently “Word after Word after Word is Power.”

UPCOMING EVENTS
YEAR 8 PARENTS/CARERS EVENING
13/02/2020

YEAR 7 PARENTS/CARERS EVENING
26/03/2020
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ALDER HEY YEAR 12 PLACEMENT

Hospitality and Catering
TARA POWELL – HEAD OF F.P.N.

This week, our Year 12 Health and Social Care
Diploma students are undertaking the first of
two placements at Alder Hey Children’s
Hospital. Yesterday, all students involved,
completed their induction in preparation for
their placements: all placements will allow
students to access a clinical area and develop
their knowledge and understanding of
expectations, roles and responsibilities within
the setting.
Many of our students are hoping to embark
on a career in the NHS; attending Alder Hey
Children’s Hospital will provide them with an
invaluable opportunity to develop their
personal statements, ready for the UCAS
application process. Our year 13 students are
benefitting from last year’s placements as a
number of students have received invitations
for interviews and conditional offers on
degree courses that include paediatric
nursing, primary teaching, psychology and
social work.

This month, Year 11 are taking their level 2 practical
exams for Hospitality and Catering. Their task is to
make a two-course meal for a new Bistro restaurant.
Mrs Powell and Mrs Williams are looking forward to
trying their dishes. It is a celebration of everything
they have learnt, especially over the past five years.
Good luck everyone!

YEAR 12 HEALTH & SOCIAL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERTAKE A PLACEMENTS AT
ALDER HEY CHILDRENS HOSPITAL

Also, twenty pupils were given the opportunity to visit
Moor Hall - currently “The Best” restaurant in the UK.
All pupils took part in a tour of their organic gardens.
They learnt about seasonality and how weather can
affect crops. Pupils found out about some names of
unusual vegetables and herbs. Next, pupils were
introduced to the kitchen brigade; each section was
explained to the children. The tour continued to the
inside of the original house. Pupils were impressed
with the décor. Pupils finished the tour with a threecourse meal – cooked by 2 Michelin starred Chef
Mark Birchall. Choices included a starter of cured
salmon, pork with seasonal vegetables and choux
with strawberry compote. Pupils left feeling inspired.

______________________________________

Everton Football Club
Tour of Goodison Park
Year 8 Positive Behaviour Rewards Trip
A huge thank you to Everton Football Club for
their generosity in rewarding Alsop High
School with a fantastic tour of Goodison
Park. The Mentors department selected
students achieving the highest number of
positive behaviour points in the year group.
Terry Howlett
Rylie Mort
Ben Brown
Ryan Ungi
Rose Park
Jack Tier
Rosie Smith
Aryan Mirzai
Joe Linnett
Josh Hewitt
Kirk Marais
Joseph Rixon
James Casey
Annie Adderley
Thomas Buckley
Fynnley Ferguson
Andrew Cunningham

In addition, since September, the Sixth form have
been involved with enrichment activities in the food
department. Approximately thirty students have
learnt to cook a range of foods from bread to roast
dinners, giving them vital skills for life. They have also
helped to plan, cook and serve a range of products for
the pensioners party, which was a great success.

TRANSITION
It’s hard to believe but we are already
planning and preparing for our Class of
2025; these will be joining us this
September! There are going to be lots of
opportunities for our new families to
come into school and meet with staff. We
look forward to sharing more news and
events with you as this time progresses.

At the start of the year a group of twenty-four of our
Year 7, 8 and 9 D.T. students visited Jaguar Land
Rover Halewood. They had the unique opportunity to
witness the production of two of the UK’s most
exciting and iconic cars the Range Rover Evoque and
the Discovery Sport. They gained experience of their
subject in a real working environment, while covering
over two miles on the factory tour! The guides praised
the students’ knowledge and questioning adding that
the students were a credit to Alsop High School.
In January, the food department hosted professional
development for a range of fellow food teachers from
local schools. Chef James Holden taught us a range of
new restaurant standard recipes which we can now
share with our students. The menu included Chicken
Mousseline, Cordon Bleu, and Seabass with
Mediterranean Vegetable Couscous.
We are looking forward to his return – when we will
focus on desserts!

The Barn Moor Hall - “The Best” restaurant
in the UK.
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Visit to Salford Quays
MISS S WESTHEAD
This January, thirty-two Year 10 students
spent a wet and windy day on the outskirts of
Manchester. We were fortunate enough to be
able to visit Salford Quays for an afternoon
come evening of events, linked to their GCSE
English Literature.
We spent time at The Imperial War Museum
in the North, which will greatly assist our
students’ understanding of the Conflict unit of
work on Poetry. In the evening we went to
The Lowry Theatre to see the Award Winning
National Theatre’s production of An Inspector
Calls - a widely studied GCSE text.
Each and every one of our students were
engaged, enthusiastic and represented our
school community in an impeccable manner.
Theatre is an integral part of embedding
knowledge. We are looking forward to our
upcoming visit to Stratford-upon-Avon with
our school’s Literacy Ambassadors.
_____________________________________

Changes to S.E.N.D
_________________________________
MISS N WALSH
Since the beginning of January, there have
been changes to our S.E.N.D. provision.
Learning support is now called The
Support Hub and is split into three areas:
• The Intervention Hub. Pupils will be
supported here with their Literacy and
homework.
• The Nurture Hub. Where Nurture
classes will be taught.
• The Therapy Hub. Where pupils will
be supported with social, emotional
and communication needs.
Pupils can access The Hub before school,
from 8:15am, during break and lunch.
There will be structured activities during
this time.
Miss Walsh has now taken on the position
of S.E.N.C.O; she will be contacting
parents of our S.E.N.D pupils over the
coming weeks.

‘Our students were engaged,
enthusiastic and represented our school
community in an impeccable manner.’

Alsop High School
Santa Cycle
_________________________________
MR P DEAKIN
The “Santa’s Cycle” ride took place along
the Liverpool Loopline. Alsop staff and
student cyclists, dressed up as Santa Claus,
carrried a Christmas toy to pass on to
children with special needs, in hospital for
the duration of Christmas.

6th Form
MRS V NOLAN

The 6th Form is currently a hive of
activity, with our students working
tirelessly across a number of areas.
The UCAS deadline of January 15th
saw seventy-two of our students apply to
a range of universities across the country.
Many of the students have had offers
made to them, whilst there is also a
steady stream of interviews and applicant
days being conducted too. The Year 13
students are currently juggling this whilst
sitting a full programme of mock
examinations. For those who do not wish
to pursue higher education, we have a
series of workshops booked in with the
Apprenticeship Support and Knowledge
programme starting on Thursday 6th
February.
We are also incredibly proud of our Year
12 Health and Social students who have
completed a week’s Work Experience at
Alder Hey. The students were a credit to
the school; they received comments such
as ‘keen and enthusiastic to learn new
skills…polite, punctual…professional at
all times’.
We know that this is an invaluable
experience, one that truly contextualises
their classroom-based learning.

The ride started at 10.30am, at Alsop High
School, leaving the Loopline at the exit at
East Prescot Rd before they cycled into
Alder Hey Children's Hospital.
Presents were taken to the entrance of the
Hospital and cyclists handed their toys over
before they enjoyed a hot drink and biscuits.
For their young patients, the hospital
specifically requested appropriate toys,
musical and tactile, shapes and flashing
lights, perfect for their age and need.

December 8th: Alsop High School staff
and students took part in the annual
charity Santa Cycle, donating presents to
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital.
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