
 

IF YOU’RE STUCK, GET…BUSY 

Box the command words 

Underline the key words 

Scribble the extra topic key 

words 

Your answer is ready! 

SCIENCE EXAM SKILLS 

GRADE COMMON 
ACTION WORDS 
FOR THIS GRADE 

HOW TO LIFT YOURSELF 
TO THIS 

F Match, fill in the 
blanks, which 

You can reach this by 
writing simple sentences, 
matching pictures to words 
and filling in the blanks 

E Name, State, 
What is ….?, 
Find, Give 

This grade is about factual 
recall.  You need to be able 
to say what things mean 
and where you would find 
them. 

D Describe how 
does …? 
Calculate, 
Distinguish 

This is all about describing 
what is happening.  To get 
this grade you must know 
the specification well. 

C Explain, Why 
…..? How would 
you? 

For  a C grade you need to 
explain the scientific 
principles behind the 
questions 

B Suggest, 
Compare and 
Contrast, 
‘Surmise, 
Analyse 

For a B grade you need to 
be able to compare and 
contrast ideas and suggest 
reasons based on the 
specifications 

A  Justify, 
Compare, 
Suggest how …. 

To reach and A you need to 
apply what you know to 
new circumstances, you 
need to read widely and 
have a sound 
understanding of science in 
the wider world. 

A* Justify, Compare, 
Suggest how …., 
Explain why? 

Apply your knowledge and 
learning to unknown 
situations. 
 

 

All you need to know about 6 Mark Questions:- 

 Always write in paragraphs that flow together,  
 Remember to use keyword, spell them correctly and use the correct 

grammar.   They are marked in three bands: 
Band Marks How to get them 

1 1 – 2 Poor SPG, some correct scientific information 

2 3 – 4 A few grammatical or spelling errors, 3 to 4 different scientific 
facts  

3 5 - 6 No SPG errors, 5/ 6 relevant scientific facts.  Correct key words  

 

 

Analyse Use data to arrive at a conclusion 

Annotate Add, labelling to a graph, diagram or drawing 

Apply Use information in a new way 

Calculate Work out the value of something 

Comment Make a judgement based on a value/data 

Compare Identify similarities and/or differences 

Deduce Come to a conclusion from information given 

Describe Give an account of 

Design Set out how something will be done 

Determine Use given data or information to get an 
answer 

Discuss State key points 

Distinguish List differences between different items 

Draw Produce a diagram 

Evaluate Judge from available evidence 

Explain Give reasons 

identify Provide an answer from a number of 
alternatives 

List List a number of points or features (no detail 
required) 

Measure Find value/data for a given quantity 

outline Set out main points/characteristics 

Predict Give a reasonable/likely outcome 

show Provide structured evidence to reach a 
conclusion 

sketch Draw approximately 

solve Arrive at an answer using numbers or algebra 

state Express in clear terms 

Suggest Present a possible case/solution 

Write Recall basic knowledge possibility after a 
calculation 

 

Command Words 

When writing a conclusion don’t forget to 
PEE: 
POINT (or pattern) The higher the 
temperature, the faster the rate of reaction. 
EVIDENCE At 200C the reaction takes 2 
minutes. At 40oC the reaction takes 30 
seconds 
EXPLAIN This is because at high 
temperatures the particles have more 
kinetic energy and so collide more often. 
 

HOW TO APPROACH QUESTIONS 
1. What is the question 

asking? 
2. What information is given? 
3. Check the marks 
4. Write the answer 
5. Check the answer 


