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13th July 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We have now had the chance to review the official guidance released by the Department for 
Education and have formulated an initial plan for September. I must stress that this is the plan we 
have composed in line with the guidance from Thursday 2nd July 2020 but this is subject to change 
should the Government issue new guidance ahead of September. As a result I will write to you by 
August 14th 2020 to let you know of any developments and/or changes and every week thereafter in 
the run up to September.  

We have three key objectives we are trying to achieve as part of our plan:  
 

1. The safety and wellbeing of students and staff is our primary aim.  
2. The continuation of as full and broad a curriculum as possible is our secondary aim.  
3. We can deliver the above priorities whilst continuing to improve our school.  

 

The first thing we need to do to ensure that our school is as safe as possible for staff and students is 
to implement the system of controls recommended by the DfE. I have listed these below and 
explained how we will implement these measures:  

1. Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have 
coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do 
not attend school.  
- All families are reminded in this letter that anyone displaying symptoms of COIVD 19 

must not attend school.  
- Individuals who develop symptoms will be supported in a medical isolation room and 

they will be sent home with details about how to book a test. Individuals presenting 
symptoms will not be able to return to site without having had a COVID test.  

- Students will be reminded of symptoms and appropriate behaviours in their induction 
lessons when they return 

- Visitors to the site will not be permitted without a prearranged appointment and 
approval from the Headteacher 

- We will promote and adhere to NHS Test and Trace and expect our families to as well 
- We will consult with Public Health England where we become aware of individuals who 

have tested positive for coronavirus 
2. Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual.  

- All staff will wash their hands on arrival to our site 
- Sanitising units will be located throughout the site with a particular focus on arrival and 

before and after eating 
- Student induction lessons will cover hygiene 

3. Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.  
- All students are expected to carry tissues 
- We will ventilate spaces through open doors and open windows 
- We will ensure the safe disposal of any products that are possibly contaminated at the 

end of each working day 
 
 



4. Introduce enhanced cleaning, including frequently touched surfaces often, using standard 
products such as detergents and bleaches.  
- We will be doubling our cleaning provision during the school day to ensure full coverage 

across every bubble 
- All internal doors will remain open to limit touch points 
- We will maintain transparent records of cleaning schedules as provided by Halls Cleaning 

 

The above process will allow us to keep people as safe as we can with a full return for all students in 
September and the expectation is that all students will return unless specifically advised not to by 
their doctor. In order to deliver the full curriculum safely we will be making the following changes to 
the logistics of the school day; all of the measures below are based on students being mainly based 
in one block for the vast majority of their lessons and not moving during the day. 

Breakfast Club: Our initial proposal will see students book a place in the breakfast club and these 
students will receive breakfast in the Jamieson restaurant between 7.30 and 7.55am. Please email 
c.stirrup@alsophigh.org.uk if you would like to book a place for your child at breakfast club. 
Students will then move to their line up zones and the Jamieson restaurant will be cleaned down. 
This plan is subject to change dependent on demand.  

Entrance to School: All parents and carers should note that we will open the gates at 8am and not 
before unless you have booked a place in the breakfast club should it run. We want to use different 
entrances to school to help spread the flow of students into the school however we recognise it will 
not be possible or safe to offer a separate gate per year groups. The following entrances will be used 
and correlate with the core zone for the specific year group which is also shown below:  

Year Groups 2020 /2021 
 

Year 7: Lifestyles 
Year 8: Lifestyles 
Year 9: Attendance 
Year 10: Rectory Gate 
Year 11: Rectory Gate 
Year 12: Attendance 
Year 13: Attendance 

Break Time: Parents and carers are asked to provide any snacks and drinks to students they wish to 
consume at break time whilst remembering that fizzy and energy drinks are prohibited. Students will 
have their break in clearly marked zones for each year group and must adhere to those rules.  

Lunch Time: Staggered lunch times will operate from Midday – 1.30pm and will be in the form of a 
family lunch in one of two venues which means that students will have two choices at lunchtime a 
hot meal that is either meat or vegetarian or they will need to bring their own lunch. This will allow 
us to ensure students are seated together in their bubble to help keep everyone safe.  

End of the Day: Students will leave the site in a staggered manner with classes starting to be 
dismissed at 2.30pm with the remainder of the year groups dismissed at 2.40pm – we will alternate 
the dismissal time for year groups each week. Staff will escort students off the site and lock the gates 
at 2.50pm promptly with students on detention escorted out via the attendance exit.  

School Uniform: All students should return to school in full school uniform. 

 



We will ensure that all students have access to their full curriculum but we will be moving to a two 
week timetable to minimise the number of movements across the school day and therefore students 
will have some subjects more in Week A compared to Week B but it allows us to deliver a full 
curriculum whilst doing all we can to keep everyone safe.  

This letter outlines the key principles of our plan to get students back to school safely but of course 
there is so much more to inform parents and carers of as well and the full details of our plans will be 
published on our website in the next few days and I will send these to you before the end of the 
week. In order to complete some of our planning I do need to ask for feedback from parents and 
carers regarding this initial letter and also for some indications regarding key questions to inform our 
future planning.  

The next few days will see further letters come out as we update parents and carers about different 
parts of our September process including the staggered start to the new academic year in terms of 
students in different year groups starting on different dates. We are working in unprecedented 
times and I am proud of the plan we have compiled regarding September but it will only work if you 
and your child support it fully; your engagement with our plans and your child’s impeccable 
behaviour and complete adherence to the rules are the only way we will keep everyone safe. A 
successful September relies on us all being patient, kind and understanding that Team Alsop relies 
on us working together as one united community.  

Thank you for your continued support and I will write again on Wednesday 15th July.  

Yours faithfully,  

Chris Wilson 

Headteacher  

 

 


