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THE ALSOP WAY
WELCOME TO THE ALSOP WAY
It has been another busy time, with lots happening both inside and
outside the classroom. As always, everything we do is based upon The
Alsop Way’s three key principles: Knowledge, Respect and Opportunity.
World Book Day is upon us once again; our determination to improve
the literacy of every child, central to all we do, continues. Frayer
models, in lessons, explore challenging vocabulary, allowing students to
analyse the meaning, origin and use of subject specific words. In
addition to this, students are expected and encouraged to read in every
single lesson; this helps them to develop their knowledge and reading
fluency. Furthermore, our staff are reading to our students, a selection
of classic novels in form time, allowing all students to explore some of
the essential literature our diverse culture is based upon. The power of
storytelling and reading at home cannot be overestimated; I therefore
hope you are able to take the opportunity to read with your child on a
regular basis.
Another of our key priorities is to ensure that everyone at Alsop
articulates their opinion and conveys themselves in a professional and
appropriate way. As a result, we are using two key acronyms to frame
our oracy and our approach to dialogue. These are:

World Book Day – With Frank Cottrell Boyce
and Paula Rawsthorne!
MS TAPIA-BOWES
DISCIPLINARY LITERACY COORDINATOR
This week, Alsop celebrated World Book Day with international author
and screenwriter Frank Cottrell Boyce and multi-award winning Y.A.
author Paula Rawsthorne!
Alsop was not only on a mission to give every child and young person a
book of their own, Alsop additionally ensured the week’s events were
a celebration of authors, illustrators, books and (most importantly) a
celebration of reading. World Book Day, after all, is the biggest
celebration of its kind, designated by UNESCO as a worldwide
celebration of books and reading, marked in over 100 countries all over
the world!
World Book Day assemblies took place daily. Eager students were
informed of the Golden Ticket Event. Hidden in twenty books, on page 9
¾, about the school site, tickets enabled students to claim signed books by
visiting authors, as well as lay claim to four Harry Potter themed wands!
Students gasped in anticipation of the opportunity to get their hands on
one of these tickets!
Frank Cottrell Boyce’s and Paula Rawsthorne’s events ensured that Alsop
students (inclusive of Florence Melly Primary, Pinehurst Primary, Arnot
St. Mary Primary, Northcote Primary and Leamington Primary) came
together to appreciate reading, very loudly and very happily!
Our author talks very much aimed to encourage eager listeners to explore
the pleasures of books, the significance of writing and the opportunities
that come from reading books! Frank, as you know, is Alsop’s very own
Patron of Reading.

Please support this approach at home, so that our students are able to
grasp opportunities, unlocked through their hard work and dedication. I
expect Alsop students to have access to the very best future
opportunities available to all young people - therefore ensuring that
they have the knowledge and respect required - crucial in every way.
As always, I thank you for your support and welcome any feedback or
questions you may have as we continue to move forward together.
Chris Wilson
Headteacher

UPCOMING EVENTS
YEAR 7 PARENTS/CARERS EVENING
26/03/2020
YEAR 11 INTERVENTION PARENTS/CARERS
23/04/2020
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DT, Hospitality and Catering
JANETTE WILLIAMS – HEAD OF YEAR 11
This month, as always, has been another busy one
within the DT and Catering and Hospitality Faculty.
Year 7 and 8 reached their mid-way point; they have
had their rotations this week, embarking on new
exciting projects to learn new skills and acquire
valuable knowledge.

Our Literacy Ambassadors and Effort
Winners recently enjoyed a visit to
Stratford-upon-Avon. On Friday the 14th
of February – yes, on Valentine’s Day we left school at noon to travel to the
birthplace of William Shakespeare!

Year 9 Hospitality and Catering are completing their
level 2 Food Hygiene and Safety Certificate this week,
a recognised qualification required by anybody
working with food. We believe this will be a useful
addition to our students CV’s, upon leaving school.
Good luck Year 9!

The weather was set against us, as was
the fact that we were travelling along the
M6 on the first Friday of half term;
however, we were driven, in perfect
style, by Ms Tapia-Bowes.

Year 10 have just completed their re- assessments;
most students have significantly improved upon their
previous performance. Whole class feedback will
address areas of weakness that need improving.
These results for this cohort are encouraging and
make favourable reading for future results.

Once in Stratford, we visited
Shakespeare’s birthplace; we had a
discussion about his life and times,
attempting to empathise how it would
have been to live during that era. We
then enjoyed a delicious meal in our own
private dining room (which was perfect
for the other Valentine diners!).

Year 11 have successfully completed their GCSE
practical’s this month. This year, the standard of work
produced was comparable, if not better than dishes
produced on Master Chef! The students have excelled
themselves; this will bode well for some excellent
final grades. Year 11 are now focusing on revision of
topics covered in year 9, to ensure that they are in the
chief position possible to perform to the best of their
ability for their examination in June. Good luck Year
11!

Later that evening, we watched the
Royal Shakespeare Company's
performance of The Boy in the Dress. It
was a phenomenal production, loved by
all. The students were given a chance to
wander around the theatre and enjoy
some of the exhibitions on offer.
Just after 10pm, we made the journey
back to Liverpool, with all of us wishing
we had booked a hotel and stayed
overnight - maybe another time?
We arrived back to school, elated but
tired, with more knowledge about
Shakespeare than ever before, taking
back precious memories of a theatrical
wonder.
______________________________________

Year 12 continue to develop their practical skills; the
intensity of the course is quickly bringing them up to
speed. Well done year 12!

Visit to Stratford upon Avon
with Ms Sharon Westhead

Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Liverpool City
Centre
_____________________________________________
Miss F Urquhart
This week, the Year 11 Geography
students carried out a successful 2-day
fieldwork study in Liverpool’s city
centre. They were taken to Liverpool
One and the surrounding area, to carry
out a land use survey, an environmental
survey and a pedestrian count.

Our extra-curricular programme continues to gain
momentum, as Mrs Pam Jones has our Year 7 and 10
students in her Lunch Club doing all sorts of lovely
and engaging activities. Earlier this month, love was in
the air, as the students made beautiful love-heart
biscuits to give to family and friends to show how
much they care, in the true Alsop Way.
Additionally, this week, students have been making
pancakes, having pancake races and learning about
the story of Lent. An action packed lunchtime!
Within our D.T. Faculty, this week, we have launched
a STEM workshop: Drone Coding. This is now open to
sixty Year 8, 9 and 10 students.

We have welcomed a new member of staff into
the Department called Ms Critchley, to replace
Mr Cousineau; we wish Mrs Shardlow well, as she
begins her maternity leave.

The students who attended exhibited
excellent manners and really displayed
The Alsop Way in front of members of
the public. The staff were extremely
proud of all the students who took part.
STEM Workshop – Drone Coding
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Flipping Your Lid Programme
THE SUPPORT HUB STAFF
Flipping Your Lid, means to have lost control.
When a person flips their lid, it means that
they are no longer thinking and acting clearly.
At Alsop our ‘Flipping Your Lid’ programme
teaches pupils about the science of the brain,
based on a ‘hand model’ of the brain by
Daniel Seigel; it teaches pupils about the
‘upstairs’ and ‘downstairs’ brain and why we
sometimes react angrily to situations. When
we “flip our lids”, there is a disconnect
between these two parts of our brain, and
our emotions take over until we can calm
down and reconnect the rational and
emotional parts of our brain.

Each day students will be both educated and
encouraged to use these strategies as they
socialise with peers, interact with teachers and
navigate their own responses and emotions.

It is only then, that we can discuss our
feelings and behaviours in a calm and
controlled way, in order to learn from the
situation. Our programme focuses on selfregulation strategies, offering the ability to
monitor attention, thoughts and emotions.

_________________________________

Primary Liaison
_________________________________
MR A LEATHERBARROW
As always it has been a busy time for our
Primary Liaison team working with our
partner primaries on various exciting
projects. Gwladys Street have recently
started work with our Science
Department; Florence Melly have begun a
brand new Dance programme of study
with our fabulous Mrs Ehlen.
This builds on the extensive work already
completed this year that has seen over
250 pupils from the aforementioned
schools, as well as from Arnot St Mary,
Ranworth, Pinehurst and Leamington
engage in a wide range of activities across
a multitude of departments including Art,
ICT, DT, PE, English and others.
Furthermore, there has been a large
number of competitions and events
including our Primary Interschool Choir
Competition and Author visits to name
but two. Over the Summer term, there
will be further competitions including an
interschool football competition and a
Spelling Bee which will be ran by our
6th Form students.
Keep your eye out for updates on the
schools Twitter feed over the next few
weeks, there will be lots more happening!

Teaching and Learning
_________________________________
MISS N BRUNS
Teaching and learning continues to
develop in all lessons at Alsop. Following
our focus on Meet and Greet we are now
having a focus on Do Now tasks. The first
step in a great lesson is a Do Now short
activity that engages students in the
lesson as soon as they arrive at the
classroom. The Do Now task prepares
students for the lesson ahead, building on
previous learning and securing knowledge.
An effective Do Now should conform to
critical criteria to ensure that it remains
focused, efficient, and effective:
1. The Do Now should structurally
take place, every day, at the same
time, so that it becomes the norm
for our students.
2. This activity should take three to
five minutes to complete. It can be
interactive, often requiring putting
pen to paper.
3. This activity should generally
preview the day’s lesson, as every
aspect of the lesson’s structure is
carefully planned towards an
outcome that demonstrates
measurable progress.

Wonderful Wednesday’s
MR P BULL
Alsop High School has received an award of
£9900 from the National Lottery Awards for
All to engage with families and local
residents.
The award will fund a twelve month Respect
2020 initiative, offering a range of intergenerational activities to create opportunities
for constructive dialogue in Walton. Respect
2020 will empower young people to be more
active in their neighbourhood, and will enable
all participants to stand together to celebrate
community life.
The initiative, launched this week will take
place every Wednesday evening, between
3.30pm and 5pm, in the Community Room at
Alsop. At these “Wonderful Wednesday”
gatherings families will meet together, to
prepare a meal, eat together and participate
in an activity, eg. a sport, a games night, a
film night etc. The first session culminated
with story time around the Reading Chair
with Ms Tapia-Bowes.
There will also be an opportunity to sing
together in our newly formed “Tuneless
Choir.” The community singing will target
young people and parents suffering from low
self-esteem and at risk of developing mental
health issues. This group will promote wellbeing, culminating with a Summer 2020
concert. The initiative will also promote pride
in the local area. Young people and
community members will look at historical
archives to produce a photographic history of
Alsop and the development of Walton.
Mr Bull Co-ordinator of Respect 2020
comments: “We are delighted with the
interest shown by community members, and
it was great to see so many families at the
launch of this community engagement
initiative. We look forward to seeing Respect
2020 have an impact here in Walton. We are
keen to develop activities to foster
community pride and break down barriers of
misunderstanding between young people,
families and older residents.”
Alsop looks forward to welcoming new
members to their “Wonderful Wednesdays.”
The sessions take place every Wednesday
between 3.30 and 5pm. The Community
Room is situated on Walton Village, L4 6TW.
Participants are to use the side entrance
opposite Church Flags.
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SupplyWell Promotional Film Shoot
On 26th February, a number of our A Level Film
Studies’ students spent the day gaining hands-on
experience of working on a film shoot as well as
supporting visitors from Opus Media in shooting a
short promotional film for teacher recruitment
agency SupplyWell. As well as acting as extras in a
classroom-based scene, students had the
opportunity to work behind the scenes, setting up
and operating camera, lighting and sound
equipment and assisting in the filming of both a
dramatic scene and an interview.
Paul Furlong, Creative Director of Opus Media,
conducted Q&A with students throughout the day,
giving them valuable advice on how to pursue a
career in the creative and digital media industry,
and sharing stories about his own journey.
Students asked questions on a range of topics,

including the different starting roles to apply for,
the importance of relevant degree study vs.
networking and work experience, and the value of
attaining industry credits and compiling a
personal showreel. A number of students were
also very keen to pursue work experience during
the summer term and were proactive in asking for
assistance with this.
With the BBC now located at Media City in
Salford, the significant increase in undergraduates
studying relevant degree courses in the NorthWest plans to establish a film studio in Liverpool;
there has never been a more exciting or
accessible time for young people in the region to
pursue a career within this growth sector. We are
very grateful to Paul and Opus Media for giving up
their time to inspire and educate our young
aspiring filmmakers.

Careers Fair
MR A HART – SENIOR LEADER
Alsop hosted our second annual whole school Careers Fair on
12th February, welcoming over forty exhibitors from a range of job
sectors, apprenticeship and training providers, universities and
further education colleges. Students had the opportunity to engage
with exhibitors, talk about their future aspirations and options,
and gain knowledge on the skills and attributes most valuable
for the world of work and post-16 education and training.
The Careers Fair was the culmination of a half term focus on Careers
and Futures in PSHCE, which included a session on Liverpool growth
industries that encouraged students to think about the most
thriving and exciting career sectors that are right on their doorstep,
as well as the many different jobs and pathways available to them.
The event was organised through the school’s partnership with
Career Connect; we were delighted and extremely grateful that so
many providers gave up their time for our students, and to Career
Connect for the impressive range of contacts they provided.
At Alsop we are firm believers that the more encounters pupils have
with further education and careers, along with knowledge of
opportunities available to them locally, the more this will allow
them to make informed decisions about their futures and result in
positive outcomes. It was an extremely valuable day for our young
people: we aim to continue this as an annual event.

The Careers Fair – Students engaged with over
0 exhibitors

