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5th November 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We have enjoyed welcoming students back to school this week and it was positive to see an upturn 
in attendance with all year groups remaining unaffected by COVID cases so far this week. Students 
have returned with positive behaviours, uniform and attitudes to learning. I appreciate how 
challenging times are and it’s terrific to see our young people working hard and continuing to focus 
on their education and life chances.  

As you may be aware Liverpool is part of a Government pilot scheme which will see mass testing 
undertaken across the city; to be clear we do not have further details about this yet but we will not 
be administering this process in any way it will be led by Liverpool City Council. However, this mass 
testing will affect our processes and routines in the following ways:  

1. Our Y7 and Y8 gate will now no longer be in use as the Lifestyles Sports Centre is being used 
as a testing site and the path to gate risks becoming congested and a Health and Safety 
hazard. As a result, from tomorrow, Friday 6th November, the following gates should be used 
by students:  
Years 11, 13, 7 and 8 – Rectory Gate 
Years 9, 10 and 12 – Attendance Gate 
 

2. Mass testing may result in more cases being discovered with asymptomatic infections and 
this has the potential to disrupt our provision both in terms of students and staffing. We will 
always prioritise being able to run schools safely and therefore if disruption is widespread 
we will have to consider whether we are able to fully open to all year groups in the coming 
weeks. I will write to you as soon as I have more information about how mass testing will 
work although again I must stress we are not running or organising it but I will share relevant 
information that comes to schools so that we are all as informed as possible.  

We face another national lockdown and I realise how frustrating that is and how disappointing and, 
frankly, difficult that is for our community. However, there is hope for optimism with the latest data 
beginning to suggest an improving picture in regards to infection rates in Liverpool; our actions 
matter and are making a difference. Positive cases in schools across the city have declined further 
and the number of positive tests as a percentage of total tests is decreasing again; your work does 
make a difference and it is appreciated by all of us as we all try to keep ourselves and our loved ones 
as safe as we can. If you need anything then please do contact us – I have often spoken of the Alsop 
Family and I believe one of Alsop’s special qualities is the manner in which we support each other 
during difficult times and that will not change. We really care about you and your child and I hope 
everyone is as well and safe as they can be. 

Yours faithfully,  

Chris Wilson 

Headteacher 

 


