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6th November 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As you are aware, mass testing for COVID-19 has been introduced across Liverpool and my briefing 
yesterday was that schools were not yet part of the programme.  It is clear that this is an ever-changing 
situation and therefore, in a faster paced development than expected, many secondary schools across 
the city will host mass testing for staff and students from next week. I wanted to write to you as soon 
as I could to confirm what we know at this point and to ask that you consider whether you will be 
consenting for your child to take part in this. The hope is that by making the most of these measures 
we can quickly bring this virus under control by tracking and then limiting the spread of infection, 
especially through asymptomatic transmission. I recognise of course that this is a personal choice and 
therefore the consent of parents and carers will be required before any child is tested.  

I will write again at the beginning of next week with further updates but information we have so far is 
as follows.  The lateral flow test is a saliva self-test that is reportedly easy to administer and allows for 
rapid results (under an hour in most cases). Parents and carers will have to give their consent for a 
student to be tested and a suitable form to request this is being drawn up by the appropriate 
authorities and will be with you at the beginning of next week. Furthermore, the tests will be collated 
and overseen by members of the British Army, all of whom have the required DBS and safeguarding 
checks.   In addition, students will always be accompanied to the old gym for their test by a member 
of school staff to ensure as minimal disruption to learning as possible.  

I will write early next week when I have more information; we are expecting to begin this testing on 
Wednesday 11th November at the earliest but this is provisional and I will confirm more details in 
writing once I have them.  

As always thank you for your support and patience as we navigate unchartered waters here at Alsop 
High School.  

Yours faithfully, 

Chris Wilson 

Headteacher 


