
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

In light of yesterday’s announcement, it is clear we should prepare for a sustained period of school closures and the 
subsequent disruption to the lives of students and families is not yet fully clear. I want to reassure families that Alsop 
High School will operate remotely as far as possible in order to support everyone moving forward but obviously, our 
lives will change significantly, as we move into unprecedented times for the country.  

We have been instructed to close our schools to almost all children until further notice, however, we are asked to 
stay open for the children of key workers (e.g. NHS staff, Police, other in frontline services) and children with certain 
needs.  We are waiting for more detail to what that actually means, but all other children will need to stay at home 
and so, we ask that you do not send your child into school from Monday. 

I would like to thank and pay tribute to our students who have been incredibly supportive in the face of difficult 
circumstances this week and have worked with us to ensure we have opened to all years every day.  

Key Workers and Vulnerable Students 

Across the city, hubs will operate to support and provide care for vulnerable children and the children of emergency 
workers. We will clarify the list of these students once we receive guidance from the Government and the Local 
Authority.  

FSM 

All students who are in receipt of Free School Meals will receive a letter making it clear where you are able to access 
vouchers and how to utilise them. Some basic food supplies were handed out to FSM pupils for their families today 
and further distribution of these packs will take place over the next 24 hours.  

Year 11 and Year 13 

We are so very proud of students in these year groups and look forward to celebrating their time with us later when 
we will have a prom and a leaver’s event for these wonderful young people. It should be underlined however, that 
any such event will take place after restrictions are lifted.  

The hard work of our committed and dedicated students will stand them in good stead for their future years as the 
knowledge and experiences they have gained are so much more than can ever be recognised by examination grades.  

We look forward to hearing from the children in these year groups as they go forward into the world to fulfil the 
potential they have – our world will be better because of their contribution to it.  

Remote Learning 

We have prepared for remote learning by distributing work packs to all students with resources and work to see 
them through the next two weeks up until Easter. However, colleagues were keen to support students for as long as 
possible so I suspect the work may extend beyond the initial two weeks. During the two weeks until Easter, 
colleagues will support students via emails should they require guidance on the work; as remote working has to be 
flexible around the needs of all families, we have asked that colleagues respond within two working days. If a 
member of staff does not respond within two working days then please use the subject specific emails listed on the 
website to send a further communication.  

 

 



 

Communication 

As a school, we will continue to communicate via our website, Twitter and through text as we publish further 
updates. We have also set up a number of phone numbers that can be utilised should they be required – these will 
be manned by members of staff who may be able to resolve the issues there and then or who may require details to 
return a call or email on. We will keep in touch with you and support you as we move forward.  

I will send comprehensive information regarding this tomorrow alongside the details about key workers and 
vulnerable children once the Government clarifies these lists.  

Further clarification will follow but I felt it important to offer some reassurance in these changing times and to 
reiterate our commitment, as a school, to our students and to you as families and the wider community. We have 
never faced a situation like this before and our response to it is evolving everyday but we will stay in touch and 
communicate regularly as we move into unchartered waters.  

As ever, I am proud of our students, colleagues and community – we will face this together and emerge stronger 
from it.  

Yours faithfully,  

 

Chris Wilson 


