
 

 

 

24th October 2019 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

As we come to the end of a very busy half term I wanted to say thank you for your support and commitment whilst 
also outlining some small tweaks to our approach moving forwards.  

As a school we are delighted to be spending our final week celebrating students and their achievements in 
assemblies. Students have been routinely rewarded for excellent attendance and outstanding behaviour with over 
45,000 achievement points issued, a third of all students receiving a positive phonecall and thousands of postcards 
being distributed. Furthermore the names of all of our reward winners can be found on our social media and website 
with over 100 students winning vouchers and rewards this week alone. In addition to this I am really pleased to see 
that students are welcoming the changes we have made to the behaviour management system with over 85% of 
student voice respondents confirming that behaviour is improving and they approve of the steps we have taken to 
achieve this.   

Lessons continue to improve and are much more focused with students gaining new knowledge, vocabulary and 
better understanding. Reading across lessons and in form times is helping our students broaden horizons and 
develop an increasingly wide understanding of modern British literature. Homework is being more frequently set 
and completed although this remains an area of improvement so I hope you are able to support us by utilising Show 
My Homework to support your child’s learning.  

I am so proud of students and staff alike who are working together to move Alsop High School forward and whilst I 
recognise there is much more to improve I also want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their hard work 
and commitment. It is essential we build upon this strong start to the year moving forwards after half term and I 
would like your support in addressing the following five priorities: 

1. Student Absence from Lessons 
All students need to be in all lessons all of the time so as to gain the most from their education. Leaving 
lessons to try and find other members of staff will not be acceptable after half term and requests to go to 
the toilet and/or to the nurse will be carefully monitored to ensure these are not an attempt to avoid 
learning. Students who have headaches or feel a little sick will not be able to visit first aid as there is nothing 
we are able to do for this.  
 

2. Student Sickness 
Any student who reports to first aid explaining they are not well enough to stay in school should understand 
a parent or carer must arrive to collect them – it is crucial we all understand that no child will be sent home 
ill without being picked up. This in line with all safeguarding advice and protocols and protects everyone 
moving forwards.  
 

3. Respect for All 
A minority of students are still struggling to follow reasonable requests and repeatedly choose to 
demonstrate a lack of respect for adults and fellow students and their learning; as I explained at the 
beginning of my time as Headteacher this is not acceptable as it limits the life chances for the students 
behaving in this way and their peers. I would ask all parents and carers to discuss the need for respect, 
tolerance and adult authority for a school to function in a safe and proper manner.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
4. Attendance and Punctuality 

We are all aware of how important it is for students to be in school and I need your support to ensure that 
they are here on time each day so that they miss no learning at all. Members of the senior leadership team 
are out every morning meeting and greeting students and moving students on from the local shops to help 
ensure they arrive on time for a prompt 8.45am start to lessons. Please support us by ensuring students 
understand the importance of this and make sure that if you are dropping them off you do so well in 
advance of the 8.45 start to the day.  
 

5. Supporting Learning at Home 
Completing homework with your child, reading to them regularly and taking an interest in their learning will 
really help our students thrive moving forwards. If you can test your child’s knowledge at home using their 
notes and/or knowledge organisers it will help them retain their learning and set them up for success 
moving forwards.  

If we can work together on these priorities I am confident it will continue to improve the culture of our school and 
help us build an environment where the Alsop Way of knowledge, respect and opportunity flourishes and provides a 
foundation for personal and academic success moving forwards.  

As we approach the half term of Halloween and Bonfire Night I would ask that all students and families keep 
themselves and others safe during the holiday period. I look forward to seeing all of our students after the holiday 
ready to learn and ready to succeed. A busy half term ahead includes an INSET day on Monday 11th November and 
students will be at home for that day as the school is closed for staff training. Finally, I would like to thank all of our 
students and families for your support and wish you all a restful holiday.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

Chris Wilson 


