
 

 

 

 

9th January 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I would like to wish all students and families a very happy New Year and to wish you well for 2020. Holidays are a 
wonderful opportunity for rest and relaxation but it is always pleasing to welcome our students back for another 
productive and purposeful term. I want to take this opportunity to reiterate some of our key priorities moving 
forwards and to outline some of the tweaks we are making to systems in the New Year.  

Attendance and Punctuality 

Attending school and being on time to each and every lesson is a key cornerstone of success both academically and 
in life. We expect students to arrive for 8.45am every morning and from Monday 13th January we will be 
implementing some new sanctions in order to correct the behaviour of those students who choose to arrive late for 
school. 

We are introducing the following sanction for students in Year 7 and 8 as part of a rolling programme which will 
extend to other years as we move forwards: 

Beginning on Monday 13th January any Year 7 or 8 students who arrive after 8.50am will have a same day 40 minute 
detention. Students must be punctual and by arriving late they are missing out on vital learning and failing to meet 
the basic expectations of every child in every school. If you want to discuss any barriers to your child being punctual 
or attending school at the appropriate level please contact the school office and make contact with the Head of Year 
for your child’s year group.  

Attendance is crucial to your child’s success and we expect you to support the school fully in ensuring they attend 
every lesson, every day. A child who has attendance of 95% is missing, on average, half a day every fortnight and this 
will lead to lower results and lower life chances. We need your support to ensure that every child is in school and 
learning so please explain to your child the importance of full attendance.  

Uniform 

Our students are known for how smart they look and visitors to our school often comment on the well presented 
nature of our community; I want us to continue to maintain that hard earned reputation. It became clear towards 
the end of last half term that some trainers were being worn instead of appropriate shoes; this is not in line with the 
uniform policy you agreed to support as parents and carers and is the beginning of a lowering of standards that then 
leads to poorer results, poorer behaviour and poorer life chances. All uniform must be appropriate and correct and 
only official medical documentation is acceptable should a reasonable adjustment be needed; failure to wear the 
correct uniform will see a student provided with uniform to change into. We know our students want to do well and 
want to follow the correct rules so please support them and the school by reaffirming them at home. 

A note saying that the shoes aren’t available or are being replaced isn’t a reason as to why a student cannot make 
the choice to be in the correct uniform. We offer uniform to ensure we can all focus on the education of our 1500 
students and I appreciate that the vast majority of parents and carers are very supportive of our approach to raise 
standards.  

 

 

 



 

 

Behaviour for Learning 

We have worked to build a culture of praise and consequence at Alsop this year; we regularly reward and praise 
students who make the correct choices but we are very clear about what will happen if students choose to disrupt 
learning and/or demonstrate a lack of respect for peers, staff or their environment. A student who disrupts learning 
and receives an action, following a chance and a warning, receives a same day twenty minute detention after school 
– this must be attended and failure to do so will result in isolation the following day with an hour’s detention after 
school. Three actions in a day results in isolation for the rest of the day and a one hour detention that night. We 
expect all parents and carers who choose to send their child to our school to support this fully as excuses and 
lowering of standards will simply harm your child’s education and their future opportunities.  

Teaching and Learning 

We saw some very clear improvements in this area last half term with students developing their vocabulary through 
the Frayer Model, reading out loud in lessons and remembering more because of our retrieval practice present in 
every lesson. We have seen an increase in the amount of homework set across the school and we know that 
students are engaging in much more productive learning in classrooms as a result of our changes to teaching and 
behaviour management.  

Reviews from external bodies painted a picture of clear improvement last term whilst also reminding us that, in 
partnership as parents and carers and the school, we have more to do to ensure we are providing every child with an 
excellent education. I look forward to 2020 as a year where all students will continue to prove to themselves and 
others what fantastic potential they have and a year where they realise that potential in a school where behaviour is 
impeccable, teaching is highly effective and learning is rapidly improving. As always, I am appreciative of your 
support and commitment and value your feedback on our continuing journey of improvement.  

Yours sincerely,  

 

Chris Wilson 
Headteacher 
 
 


